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Abstract:

The importance of this study came from the attempt to understand
the nature of the relations between a big state in a certain regional system
"Syria for example" and a small state, but important, and its political
leadership has a role or ambitions exceed its potentials and resources
"Jordan for example", through analyzing the variables of internal and
external environment, which play an important role in limiting the nature
of the relations between the two countries.

The study ended to a number of results, most of which was that the
Jordanian — Syrian pattern of relations which covered the period of the
study wasn't the natural pattern of two neighboring Arab countries close
to each other in all characteristics related to history, geography, joint
ambitions, benefits, and future, and despite the fact that Jordanian -
Syrian relations seen a notable development during King Abdullah and
President Bashaar reign, it is still swing between tides, because of the
antithetical vision, national interests and opposing coalitions for both of
the two countries.

It also ended to a fact that the international system structure wasn’t
the only variable for limiting the shape and nature of the Jordanian —
Syrian relations, but also there were local and regional variables play a
important role in affecting the relations between the two countries in a
negative way.

Key words:
- The Crises.
- The International System.
- The Regional System.
- The Arab Regional System.
- The Balance of Power.
- The Nationalist Ideology.
- The Identity.



The study aimed at understanding the nature of Jordanian — Syrian
political relations in the Period of the study, and also to understand and
learn the range of the effect left on limiting the nature of these relations.

The study applied two methods ; the system analysis method and the
communication method, and reached some results, most of which was
that the Jordanian — Syrian political relations were tense and unstable
during the study duration, except a short period of time extended from
1985-1988, showed an important cooperation between the two countries,
and despite the fact that Jordanian — Syrian relations seen a notable
development during King Abdullah and President Bashaar reign, it is still
swing between tides, because of the antithetical vision, national interests
and opposing coalitions for both of the two countries.

Also, the study ended to a fact that the international system
structure wasn’t the only variable for limiting the shape and the nature of
the Jordanian — Syrian relations, but also there were local and regional
variables play a important role in affecting the relations between the two
countries in a negative way. Within this frame, some variables appeared
as the most important factors affecting the Jordanian — Syrian relations,
most of which were, the local variables associated with history and
geography and regional variables, associated with the Palestinian issue
and the Arab Israeli conflict and also the three Gulf crises, in addition to
the international variables associated with the effects of international
system, especially the effect of the U.S.A.

The study also showed that there was a direct correlation between
the level of international system pressures and the extent of respond of
the regional system units — including Jordan and Syria — for those
pressures which were reflected to the relations between the two countries.

The study recommended that Jordanian — Syrian relations should be
developed and promoted through activating the role of joint higher
committee and evaporate the high level mutual visiting, and also the
necessity of the agreement between the two countries to set joint plans
and objects lead to unify the points of view towards all the norms
between the two countries.
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Summary:

The study discussed a research in the effects of local, regional and
international variables on the Jordanian — Syrian relations 1985-2003.

The study attempted to answer a question regarding the extent which
interactions and overlaps play between the regional and international
factors on affecting the relations between the two countries, and also
regarding the extent of the role which various political and ideological
orientations play in limiting the most important features of the relations,
and finally, regarding the nature of the effect of the contemporaneous
historic and geopolitic factors on these relations.

The importance of the study could be attributed to the little attention
given to the Jordanian — Syrian relations by the Arab researchers, and
also to the lack of suitable and deserved studies and researches in the
academic field.

More over, the study achieved its importance from the possibility of
using regional systems theories, and the effect of the international system
on it, and also from the attempt of understanding the nature of the
relations between a big state in a certain regional system " Syria for
example " and a small state, but important, and its political leadership has
a role or ambitions exceed its potentials and resources " Jordan for
example ".

Above all, the importance of the study came from describing relations
between two neighbor states have effective strategic importance in the
area, especially through the appearance of a lot of regional and
international variables during the two previous decades.
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