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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

Proficiency testing (PT) is a type of inter-laboratory
comparison exercise in which samples are circulated to the
participating laboratories; results are then collected and
evaluated centrally. Each laboratory is then informed of its
performance relative to the other laboratories in the scheme and
relative to either true or consensus result for the sample.
Performance is usually quoted in terms of standard deviations
and is defined as a method of checking lab performance by
means of inter-laboratory comparison achieved value and the
consensus or true value. In some schemes participants are

given a pass /fail rating. (Ramirez et al. ,1992).

Proficiency testing provides a challenge to laboratory’s
routine methods and procedures. It also provides feedback to
laboratories as to whether they are performing their work in
accordance with international criteria for technical competence.
A laboratory’s participation in proficiency testing activities is a
requirement of the accreditation ISO 15189 according to
international standards.

(www.a2la.org/.../15189 General_Requirements, 2007).
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