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Introduction 

The early loss of primary teeth can compromise the 

development of permanent dentition and lead to psychological and 

behavioral problems. (1) 

Successful root canal therapy depends on the combination of 

proper mechanical instrumentation, disinfection and obturation. Of 

these three essential steps, irrigation of the root canal is the most 

important in the process of healing. Irrigation results in flushing out of 

debris, dissolving tissue, and disinfecting the root canal system. (2) 

Chlorhexidine gluconate is proved to be an acceptably 

biocompatible antimicrobial irrigant. (3,4,5) However, discoloration of 

teeth, precipitation of calculus, loss of taste, dryness of the oral cavity 

and irritation of the oral mucosa limit its use. To counter the 

ineffectiveness, potential side effects and safety concerns of synthetic 

irrigants, herbal alternatives have been introduced. Herbal irrigants are 

easily available and cost-effective. They have long shelf life and low 

toxicity and lack microbial resistance. (6) 

Extracts from Psidium guajava species showed significant 

inhibitory effects against Enterococcus faecalis; one of the most 


