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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

Paints and coatings include varnishes, lacquers, stains and printing

inks (McCann et al., 19968).

In the last few decades, paint industry started to develop new types
of paints “water-based painls” 10 replace “solvent-based ones™ which
contain large amounts of solvents. Water-based paints involve an
emulsion of acrylic resin, stabilizers {c.g ammonia) and preservatives

{v.g. formaldehyde} in water (Wiesfander et al., 1994).

In waler based paints, workers could develop contact sensitization
due to resin (Whitfingfon, 1981), eye, nosc and throat irritation (Bender
et al., 1983}, upper respiratory tract irritation and reversible reduction in

pulmonary function measurements (Horvath et al., 1938).

To the best of my knowledge, no researches were done in Dgyp
concerning health disorders for workers in water based paints factories.
For this reason we imtend to investigatc the expected health disorders

which might be encountered among workers ip this industry.
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