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INTRODUCTION

Zinc is one of essential trace elements and , as
such, a member of one 61‘ the major subgroups of
the micronutrients that have attained such
prominence in human nutrition and health.
Even a partial understanding of the fundamenta]
importance of Zinc in cellular growth and
differentiation alters us to the special vulnerability
to an inadequate supply of Zinc of the _rapidly
growiﬁg embryo, fetus, infant and young child
(Hambidge, 2000)._

Zinc is essential for synthesis of coenzymes that

. mediate biogenic ~ amine synthesis and metabolism

Hence ,Zinc is essential for Brain development and
function . ( Sandstead et al., 2000 ).

Zinc deficiency may be mild or severe . Olrgan
systems known to be affected clinically by severe
Zinc deficiency states include the epidermal |,
gastrointestinal , immune , skeletal » reproductive
and central nervous systems . ( Hambidge 2000 )
Therefore acute Zinc deﬁciency impairs brain

function of humans ( Sandstead et al., 2000 ).






Maternal Zinc supplementation has been suggested
as a potential intervention to reduce the incidence of

low birth weight in developing countries (Osendarp
et al.,2000).







AN OF WEEK

The aim of this work is to compare serum zinc level

among normal and low birth weight neonates & to find
its relation to their birth weight and occurrence of

complications.






