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Introauction [1] 

INTRODUCTION 

Measurement of corneal thickness can be of value in 

following up patients with certain corneal diseases. It may be 

used to evaluate the degree of corneal oedema in various states 

of corneal decompensation, as in Fuch's dystrophy, or the 

thickness of the cornea in keratoconus or ulcerations. 

Perhaps most important is the use of corneal thickness 

measurement in following up patients with corneal transplants 

to determine endothelial function and its recovery and to 

become alert to graft decompensation (Sugar, l980). 

The corneal thickness is an important measurement for 

both the safety and efficacy in radial keratotomy operation 

(Hofmann, l985). 

Terminology 

Pachometer comes from the Greek terms pachy (thick) and 

metron (to measure). 

The spelling pachometer was introduced into 

ophthalmology by David Maurice on the advice of Sir Stuart 

Duke-Elder. It is pointed out by Maurice that the noun form 
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