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ABSTRACT 

Human parvovirus B19 is 
stranded DNA virus belonging 
genus autonomous 
parvoviridae. 

parvovirus 

a small, single­
to the taxonomic 

of the family 

In the present study, our aim was to assess 
the importance of parvovirus B19 infection in 
cases of erythema infectiosum (groyp I, n=22) , 
chronic haemolytic anaemia (group II, n=21) and 
arthralgia (group III, n=22) by detection of 
parvovirus Bl9 antigen using counter 
immunoelectrophoresis and IgM and IgG viral 
antibodies using ELISA technique. 

Our results showed that in group I (EI) 
parvovirus B19 IgM antibodies were detected in 
41%. In group II (CHA) evidence of recent 
parvovirus B19 infection (antigen andjor IgM) were 
detected in 7 out 21 cases, 5 of them suffered 
from aplastic crisis. In group III (arthropathy) 
parvovirus Bl9 IgM and IgG antibodies were 
detected in 54.4%. 

We conclude that parvovirus B19 infection 
could be considered as a causal association with 
arthropathy and gave a strong support to the 
proposition that parvovirus B19 is the specific 
cause of erythema infectiosum and aplastic crisis 
in chronic haemolytic patients. 
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