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ABSTRA<:T 

Violette Slwui<J·y (;uirguis Alnlci-Malal< Study on some 

cllvironnlcntal conscque1tccs ofi11sccts <Jssociated with weeds growing in 

vegetable fields 111 A.R. Eg)l't. Unpublished Ph.D. Thesis in 

Environmental Sciences, Institute or Environmental Studies and Research, 

llJlJ7. 

Vegetable crops are valuable diet of people in most countries. 

Weeds associated with the vegetable crops aflect the iinma either 

positively or negatively. The tinma is either phytophagous (potential 

pests) or predators (natural enemies of pests). Weeds harbour both types. 

The smvey of atthropods and their populations on vegetables 

and weeds may help us to uuderstaud the role of weeds in actual 

infestation size of the pests and in allowing smvival of predators and may 

help in planning appropriate control programmes li.n reducing the use of 

chetuicals in control. The study was carried out in Kaha Research Station. 

North of Cairo. It revealed that the populations of phytophagons 

arthropods were higher in the unweedcd treatment than in the other 

t realntcnts and that the lowest population was in the weeded treatment. 

Also. predator populations were higher in the nnweeded treatment. 

The seasonal abundance diflered fhntt one atthropod species to 

the other and !hun one host plant to the other. 

The total activity density of soil tinma in the treatments varied 

li"om year to year. Soil fauna was richer in species and had a more 

equitable distribution than ahovc ground fauna. 

The distribution of arthropod species was strougly related to the 

plant gnnving in the area of collection and the shading of canopy had a 

great influence on soi11:nma distribution. 

Key words: Vegetables. weeds. soillituna, phytophagous arthropods, 

predator arthropods. 





AIWRI~VIATIONS 

(I' I>): l'opuh1tion density 

(AIJ): Activity density 

(Tl) : Weeded treatment 

(T2) : Unweeded treatment 




