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"Rbeumatold faclors™ are immunoglovulirs nostly Igk

»

but also sometimes Igl or Igh (Stage and ¥ennilk, 1973).
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geropositive group of patienis. Lany studies were dcne ¢
either proove or disprocve this concepti. The finding tas:
the distribution of LFT fitires in patients wits: rheumsiclii
arthriiis had a Simodal pattern emphasizes the possibiliicr
that LPT - positive and L¥T - negative pa
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sent dlstinct rather than nerging populaticn
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of patients who were LFT - negative was too large 1n pro-
porticon to the number wic werse L
we considered simply as one tell on the epparernily bell -

[

heped curve ol distribution of the LFT - positlive group
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(3)

may signal the cperation of differen® nsthogenes

cal value and might help to elucidate tine biolozizal

nificence of such complexes.

In this review stress will be Zone on whzt

petween e two grouss and “the points of &if

ween them. Evalusziicon of the differens technijue
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+ T e
& class (Btage and llannll,

1873), this was first celled intermediate complexes (Hunliel,

self - ascociating IgG anti ¥ glebulin molecules {Fore e°
2l., 1574; 1¢75). These patients present a similar clinieczl
rlciure to positive group witn two exceriionc: Subcouisnccour

nodules are rarely preseni, and itnke disease feris to run =z

more benign course (Uonzan et al., _S5{%).

In genersl, ratients who are seropcsitive remain so

A

and seronagative patien

+

vs continue to be sercnezative oo~

riless of subsoequent cilinical events. Thers are few erycer-
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(6

percentage of patients with other connective tissue sgynd-
romes and a variety of illnesses such as pulnonary I3 ,
sarcolidosis, leprosy, syphilis, liver disease, leishmaniao-
sis and bacterial endocarditis give positive agzlutins-
tion test (Kunkel, et gl., 1958; Peltier and Christien,

1959; Singer et al., 1962).

Patients with Jjuvenile rheumatoid arthritis, ank:-.oo-

ing spondylitig, psoriatic arthritis, arthritis sssceiazteld
+ s !

-

with ulcerctive colitis, regional enteritis, sgammaglobu-

linaemia are sometimes classified as variarnis of rheunasoid

arthritis as they are in general seronegative. An excention

tc this is the Tact that the majerify of petients witin
Juvenile rheumatcid arthritis were Judged seropcesitive cn
the besis of gn Irnkibiticn test. This rrocedure is dirTi-

end remeins, after several

- el B SR S ~— -+ 7 I o
vears ¢f study, = research tcol, {Parker, 1SEC),
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TMUTOGICEULINS LEVELS TIX MonZULA?CIn

llongan, et al in 1569, stated thal latex ITloccuiatinn
test (LFT) positive patients with rheumatoid eriiritis il
statistically significant evations ¢f 211 three classec
¢ immuncglobulins (IgG, Ig4, Igh) above the normel valuas.
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elevaticns of IgG and IgU oniy. Zhe euslobulin Zevels

s

nighest in the LFT - positive patients In whom the mean

ES

was ccnsiderably sbove the range establiched fer rormzl

- e ™ [ . —~ s L1 LI L
trig laboretory. In vhe LPT - negative patiento with rae
3 . i - Ful LR, T ooy .
roteid nrihritic the wegns of the eugicoullin lzvels ware

st The upper 2irit of the normal rence.
The 123 to Dgmb relovionsiin trel L0 rreger T Lnonom
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beceusge o the lecser sclubility of *F complexes (Lazono-
l.evers, 13855), For unknown reasons, however, ihe euslchu-

1in level also correlzted with Igh. There were r-ositive

cerreletions in the 1FT -~ positive group of euglorulin

Tkl (positively), bu’ because oF the teucityr of ohserva-

n

vlens reivher of these correlaticrs weo cte

iy
lJ.
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cant, lJongan, 2% &l., 1969,.
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