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INTRODUCTION ------
The faot that rioe is the principal food in many 

countries makes it vital importance to economy of 

countries concerned. Rice is considered one of the 

cheif crops in U.A.R. particulary in the northern 

parts of Egypt. It occupies the second rank after 

cotton as an exported crop (Anon, 1966) • An areli of 

more than one million feddans of rice is annual:J.s' under 

paddy, and this a.rea. will incr:-:'!."" in the future paral­

lel with the increase in the saved water by the high 

dam. 

The United Arab Republic maintO..:.ns the second or 

the third rank among the other rice producing countries 

as far as the average yield per hectar is concerned. 

Several diseases are known to attack rice plants 

such as blast, seedling blight, brown spot and root 

rots. The importance of these diseases is generally 

recognized by their damage and th·"i.r easy and quick 

spread. 
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It was noticed, lately, that the damage due to 

root-rot d.is&ases on rice plfl.DT.o ::.m~reased consider­

ably in the last few years in U,.'J.,R. 

The present investigation aimed to study the 

following factorss 

l- Isolation, detection and identification of 

fungi occurring on or in any of the seed parts of rice. 

2.- Studying the affect of cnvironnental. condit­

ions on the prevalence of thes-; fungi, their pathogenic 

capabilities and also their i!D.pc:::'+,<mco in causing damp­

ing-off diseases of rice plants. 

3- Studying seedling blights L:::>m the point of 

view of the causal pathogens, their physiological b~ 

havior and their control especially by seed and soil 

treatment with different fungicicl.es. 

4- Studies on the spread of the fungi causing 

damping off and seedling blights in rice in different 

provinces in U.A.R. 


















