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INTRODUCTION AND AIM OF THB WORK 

During the previous century and a half, a number 
of techniques for measuring gastric emptying had been 
introduced (Malmud et al, 1982). 

The emptying of the stomach is achieved by 
peristaltic waves which begin in the lower body and 
push food towards the pylorus (Maisey et al, 1991). 

Among the several tests used, there are intubation 
methods, radiographic procedures, ultrasonographic 
and radionuclide techniques: 
+ Intubation technique is uncomfortable and the 

question of whether or not it affects motor function is 
still a subject of controversy. 

+ Radiographic procedures using barium sulphate is 
non-physiological and not quantitative. 

+Recently ultrasonography has been used to assess 
gastric motility but it does not permit accurate 
measurement of the rate of gastric contents emptying. 

+ Radionuclide techniques are non-invasive measurement 
of gastric emptying rate of physiological meals. They 
can be employed to assess the solid phase, liquid 
phase or both sorts of meals. 

(Elashoff et al, 1982; Grainger and Allison, 1992). 

When first introduced in 1966, scintigraphic methods 
were realized as simple tests that can quantitate the rate 
of gastric emptying (Maisey et al, 1991). 




