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INTRODUCTION

Meningiomas are common neoplasms that are mostly,
histologically benign, slowly growing M and in the majority of cases

surgically resectable @

However, recurrences are apt to occur despite the best neurosurgical
efforts.©®®  For such recurrent or irresectable tumour remnants, the
standard treatment is radiotherapy @ yet, the results have been generally

disappointing @ with no reduction in recurrence rate.”)

In pursuit of other possible adjuvant therapeutic modalities, research
has recently focused on pharmacotherapeutic agents including cytotoxic
drugs.” Hydroxyurea is such a drug with acceptable and reversible side

effects. @

Nowadays, there is an increasing interest in ascribing the cytotoxic
effects of chemotherapeutic agents to the induction of apoptosis.(ﬁ) Being
an internally programmed phenomenon (™ apoptosis is subject to control

mechanisms that serve as possible points of intervention. @)




The present work will be carried out to evaluate the effects of

hydroxyurea on meningioma cells in culture and to determine whether such

effects had any relation to apoptosis.
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