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ABSTRACT

The present study was conducted at Ain Shams University Maternity
Hospital to determine the changes that occur in the circuiating levels of
VCAM-1 in pre-eclampsia, and its relation fo the severity of the
condition. It included 90 pregnant women attending the hospital in
the third trimester of pregnancy or in labor. The patients were divided
into two groups; the first group included 60 pregnant pre-eciamptic
females, and the second group included 30 healthy pregnant women
attending the hospital for routine antenatal care. A blood sample was
taken from each participant and was analyzed for the celi adhesion

molecule (VCAM-1), total [eukocytic counts and platelet counts.

Serum VCAM-1 level was found to be elevated in pre-eclamptic
patients compared to controls, The increase of VCAM-1 levels was
related to the severity of pic-cclampsia, reflecting endothelial cell
injury that occurs in this condition. A positive correlation between
VCAM-1 levels and total leukocytic counts and a negative correlation

between VCAM-1 levels and platelet count were detected in this study.
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