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AIM OF THESIS

Tihis review is written wich the ‘ntension of pre-
senting basic informatisns about pustiilar psoriasis
It seans impossible to cover the disease in its whole
globe in a text of such a size. However, efforis are
to be made to include most of the essential informations

that are up-to-date.
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INTRCDUCTICH

Psoriasis has been a dermatologic stumbling block
for many ysars. The aetioleogy is unknowr, the patho-
genesis is disputed and the treatmznt is unsatisfactory.
25 a rule, the old adage "Cnce psoriatic always psor-
iatic" holds true (Laymon, 1934}. Half a century later
psoriasis is still a mystery. Pustular psoriasis is
an unusual, rare and sarious expressicn cf psoriasis
{Rashad, 1%83). It represents the axtreme form of

exudative pscriasis (Landry and Muiler, 1972).

The term pastular implies the formation of sterile

pustulses as an integral part of the disorder and doss nst

a1

h

1y cccurs  on

48

include secondary infscticn which rar
plagues of psorilasis. The psoriatic naturse of pust-

ular psocriasis is confirmed by the strong family his-
tory of psorilasis and the histopatholeogical fZindings
(Champion, 195%¥. The histopatholegy of pustular psoria-
siszs differs from that of psoriasis wvulgaris only in
degree, The MUNroe mjcrozbcesses in psoriasis are en-

larged encugh to be visikle to the nacked eye in pust-

ular psoriasis. The enlarged Munro microabcesses are
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HISTCRICAL REVIEW

Iin 1872, Hebra gave the first description of impetige
herpetiformis in 3 pregnantfemales . His description
was similar to the clinical picture of herpes gestationis,
but instead of vesicles,custules typical of impetigo pre-
dominanted. Autcpsy findings falied to disclose the cause

of the disease,

Dunring, (1884} for several years waged a literary
war on those who ¢laimed that herpes gestationis and
imeoetigo herpetiformis zre distinctive clinical erntities,.
Ee corsicered these two condlticons as one and the same

ent ty.
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n 18%8, Radiff Crocker describhed unde:

5]

rt

"dermatitis repens” a chronic form of dermatitis, wvery
“25istant To treatm=nt and ofken with a preceding history
of trauma. The conditieon predeminantly affected the upper
extremities. He regarded the condition to ke neurcotic

in orgin.

In 18%%, Hallopsau recorded a case af a2 male patiernt

iodical

L

*
with Raynauds disease since infancy, and in wnom pa;i

suppuraticn used o develcp arround the nails of the zsphyxial
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firigers. Thare was accompanying symmeirical dermatitis which
Was puastular in nature. The buccal muceosa was involved

in that case.

In :1896,a3 case similar to that case descrike

u

by
Aalleopeau (18501 as well as to dermatitis prepens of

Crocker (1888]) was reported by Stowers.

In 18%7, Halleopeau subsegquently gave the term acro-
dermatitis to the previous conditlon that he had described
in 1853, after describing a series of similar cases. Cne
vear later Hallopeau (13%2) devided the cases which he had

described into zhree categories: The pustular, the vesicul

H

a
and the mixaed types. In scme of his cases gernsralization

cf the conditicon took plzace,

Two oohier cases similar to those reported by Hallopsau
(1890 & 18%]), Crocker (1383} and Stowsrs (18%6) were rapor-
ted by Audry in 13201, In an attemp:t -0 <lassify the reported
cases,audry (1%01) divided them into 3 groups. The firsz
group included the typical cases in which the nails were
often shed. The second group comprised those casss which
waere non destruictive and in which the lesions were localized
ta the palms and scles, including the purely vasicularwvariecties.
These were collectlively termed the abortive form. The

third group included those case2s 1n which gerneralization
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of the lasicns tock place. This group was collectively

termed the mazliginant progressive form.

Von Zuambasch (1910) described a male patisnt who,

after many ve

fu

rs of uneventual discoid psoriasis, began

.

o develcp vecurrent episodes of 2ifferent nature. These
epl=odes were charatterized by generalized eryvthema with
metligle pustulses. The skin erugption was usual_ly
accorganied by fever and toxaemia. The account giwven
by wvon Zumousch for this case leawvss no doukt theat ne

was describing what we now call zhes gensralized pustular

sCch. A+ zhat time the term pustular

i

proriasis of won Zunis:

PS0Or.asis was n0oo vet known or cssd.

Im 2911, Sutton gublished a cooparacive study batween

dermnatitis rec-ss of Crocksr and acrodsrrmazticis conzinus
of and reached the conclusisn that the two
Congdillcns waere Ldentlical.

In 19.8 Burn-Fedreszon disagreed with Sutzon (19311}

ard expressed zthat acredermatitis contirua ard desrmaticis

Irn 1325, Ezrandberg gcstulated the presences of a
relaticnship petwszen acrodermatitis continua of Hallopeau

and pustular pscriasis of von Zumbusch.
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In 1927, Barber and Eyre, described 3 cases cf which
two were of the severe gsneralized tvype of acrodermatitis
continua while the third cne was of the localized wvariety.
They added important contribuocions %0 the subject whereby
they expressed definitely that dermatitis repens of Crocker
and acrodermatitis continua of Hallopeau are one and the
same entity. Both of them were the result of infection
by strains of staphylococcus aureus that posssess distin-
ctive pathological activitiess. They also stressed the
importance of gross septic infecticn as an aetiolaogical
factor which lowers the resistance of the skin to such

staphylocceoccal infectlion.

Ir 1927, Kogoi reported sponge-like pus=zuaies filied
with polymorpnonuclzar czells in the epidermis of a patient

suffering from  acrodermatitis continiua of Hallopeau.

Wy
o

In 1%28, Dore reportwed a chronic mild localized

type of acrodermatltis continua.

In 133C¢,Maclecd applied the term pustular psoriasis,
for the first time, o descrice & cass in which fthe Munroc-gupb-
gurand'abcesses" had become large encugh +o he visinle to

the nacksd eve. These lesions were manifested clirnically
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as pin-point abcesses. When these absssses appear,yithout
pscriatic patches slsewhare,they may not suggsst the dia—
gnosis of psoriasis toc the mind at all. The histologiqsat
picture, he reported, differs from that of psoriasis only

in degrees,

Barber (1930} applied the term pustular psoriasis
cf the extremitiess to the corndition described by audry
in 1%21 as the abortive type of acrodermatitis continua,
and by Dore in 1928 as the mild localized form of acro-
dermatitis continua. He suggested that the term acroder-
matitis continua should be reserved for onily two condit-
1ons:  The logalized bvoe of dermatitis repens first des-
cribed by Crocrer irn 188% and the severe gereralizec pustular
erugticn commencing on ons of the extrsmities as local-

1zed dermatitis regens.

The guestiaon of whether (wo differsnt groups of
cases, guite distinct regarding their aetiology and
patnolicgy, ware not being grouped together under one and
the same terem 0f acrodermatitis coninua was raised by
Ingram in 1937. Hs suggested that thers weres two classes:
The first one was infective in orgin, and sphould be regarded
as chronlc pysgenic dermatitis, the cause of which was

staphylococcus aireus beyond 311 doubts. For this group
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the term acrodermatitis continua should ke reserved. The
second group was non infective and the staphylococci

were found to play no role in their aetliology. This
group was characterized by the absence of any aistory of
injury, the lesions were sterile, and there was no
evidence of fungal infection. Moreover, therapeutic
tests for both infectiveagents were negative. Clinicaily,
there weare white vasicles in the clefts betwesn the
fingers. This second group seems to correspond to what
Barber {1930) had definsd as pustular psoriasis cof the

extremitizs. Ingram agreed that the term pustular psor-

[
o
73]
¥
n
-
n
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-
D
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oeropriate term for tha non infective

Cases of ohronic pustular erupticns of the sxire-
mitles continued o be reported by different auathcrs
under the terms acrcdematitis continua or perstans,
pustular psoriasis of the extremiczies and dermatitis
repens with minimal contributions that can be added to

the subject.

In 1934, Andrews described 1

LN

cas=s with recalcit-

It

rant pustular eruptionscf the extremities irn whom thersa

Ll

was no evidence of psoriasis |, da drew parti-

cualar actention to the cyclic nature of the condition.

Central Library - Ain Shams University



The following year andrews and Machacekx (19335) described
anothér case which was similar to that describesd by
Rarber (1%30) as pustular pseoriasis of the extremities,

by Audry (1901} and Dore (1%28) as tke mild or abortive
form ©of acrodermatliis continua or perstans. andrews {1934)

postulated the concept of "id" reaciion and proposed

r

the

&l

icle of pus:zular bacterid to this group o0f cases.

)

g tased his propesal on the presence of leukocytosis,
the pos:i%e inzradermral test to streptococgal toxins,
and that irradiczation <f forcal infeciicon somstimes had
a benificat sffect on the course of the eruptior in

scme of his cases.

Ingram {13325, <£ivided the cases cof chrenic pustular
=ruptions of the extremiiiss into two groups depending
on the pressnce ¢ absence of psgriasis in the irdividual

CE5E.

An Interesting case of a female aged 62 wvears was
repsrted by Duckwortn in 1335. The eruptien in this
case staried as suppurative pericnychia while she had
dalresady psorliatic catches on other parts of her body. Had
tne digit alone besen aZfected, with no other psoriatic
patches, & diagnosis of acrodermatitis pers:tans might have

been made instead of pustular psoriasis of the exiremities
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