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1 

INTRODUCTION 

Parasitic infestation is one of the important health problems in 

Egypt. Infection might affect any age, but it usually begins in early 

childhood with beginning of movement and exposure to infestation and 

it reaches its peak in the school age (EI-Daydamouny, 1982}. Certain 

parasitic infestations mainly Schistosoma mansoni, Schistosoma 

doudenale, Entamoeba histolytica and Ascaris are endemic in Egypt(EI­

Gholmy et al., 1968}. 

Parasitic infections are common among school children and 

causing a major problem among them (Pawlowski, 1988}. Parasitic 

infestations are endemic in many parts of the world, although they are 

more common in hot climates, no specific geographic area is spared 

(Nelson, 1983}. 

In Egypt, human diseases caused by parasites are still extra 

ordinarily common and schistosomiasis leads the list of parasitic diseases 

(Mousa and Atta, 1967}. 
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Children constitute nearly half of the total population of the third 

world countries, most of them suffer from parasitic infestations leading 

to high morbidity and mortality, and widely prevalent malnutrition (Rathi, 

1984). 

The interaction of man and his environment, are complex, so 

evaluation of nutritional status, permits an understanding of the whole 

factors that determine the nutritional problems in the human, especially 

among school children as a vulnerable group in the community (Park, 

1971 ). 
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