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INTRGDUCTION AND AIM OF WORK

Schistosomiasis is one of the most prevalent diseases in
Egypt. In the last few years, it has been considered to be
one of the Immune complex diseases. Several circulating anti-
gens in blood and also in urine were found to be the con-
sequences of parésitic infection by schistosames . These
antigens stimulate the formation of antibodies with which
they form antigen-antibody complexes. The site of formation
of these complexes is not yet determined . In addition,
the involvement of antigen-antibody complexgs in the renal in-
jury associated with schistosomiasis, particularly the he-
patosplenic form of the disease , has long been suspected.
Granular deposits on the glor-rular basement membrane have
been demonstrated by a number of workers, as well as deposits
of IgG, IgM and the third component of complement . All these
findings suggest that circulating immune complexes is

a feature of schistosomiasis and may well contribute to the

associated pathology.

On the other hand, it is well known that serological
methods  often fail to detect antigen in patients with
schistosomiasis even in some cases with active infection.

It has been suggested that antibody binding of antigens
into complexes may be at least partially responsible for this.
The difficulty encountered in detecting a serological response

In some patients is a limiting factor in sero-epidemiological

e
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