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In.troduction

Extensive research on human vestibuilar reflexes
initiated by Robert Bdrdny in 1907 provided  the
foundation for clinieal analysis of pathologic pro-—
cesses in the labyrinth or in the pathways andg centers

of the vestibular system.

In the opast 75 years owing %o significant
technelogic advances and an increase in
the number of investigators entering the field,
there has been g Sspectacular change. Abundant quali-
tative ang quantitative information is now availa-
ble on the structure and function of the vestibwlar
system with numerous reports on the symptoms and

diagnosis of vestibular disfunction.

Several centers around +the world are attempting
to develop reliable, clinically feasible vestibular
test methods ©based upon  known physiological mecha;
nisms of the vestibulo-ocular and vestibulo-spinal

reflex systems.

There are no standard teste of human vestibular
function. Consequently all the tests proposed at
present should be wused with some subjective assess—
ment criteria. However, techniques recently develop-
ed, using computerized measurements, show a great
deal of promise for meaningful quantitative vestibular

testings.
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ATM OF THE ESSAY

The objectives of +this work is

- To correlate the numerous advances in
the field of vestibular research with
clinical diagnosis, and to treat the areas

of controversy.

- To discuss the advantages and 1limitations

of each test, with the purpose of defining

the diagnostic significance of each vestibular
test.

Central Library - Ain Shams University



Central Library - Ain Shams University



Anatomy and Physiology of
the Vestibular System
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{(Quoted from Warick and Williams, 1G73)
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