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INTRODUCTIOR

Breast cancer is the most common femasle malignency of
mid life snd is the leading cause of death among women in
the united~states between the age of 15 to 74 years.

Breast cancer accounts for 25% of &ll malignancies szeen
in the Gustave-Roussy Cancer Institute in Prance and 31.3%
of 8l)1 cancers among Egyptian women in the Cairo metxopolitan.
area (Omar 1984).

The cause of breast cancer is still unknown and no me-
thod of prevention is available till now buf number of
predispoing factors had been determined.

During the past two decades, the aim of research in
early breast cancer treatment, has net only been to
increase long-term survival, but alse to improve the qual=-
ity of survival by obltaining better eathetic results and
lower morbidity, such goals could be achieved by reducing
surgery and/er radiotherapye.

In recent years the knowledge of breast cancer has
progressed rapidly, resulting in new approaches snd tech-
niques in early detection and disgnosis, improved itreat-
ment methods, prognosis and rehgbilitation. These improved
treatment modalities include advances in surgery, radioth-

erapy, chemotherapy; immunotherapy and hormone therapy.
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Phe first emd most important method for diagnosis of
breast cancer is the clinical examination, either by the
female a@ self examinstion or by the physician at regular
intervals which is called periodic medical examination which
has sbsolute importance in the early detection and prognosis
of the disease. The definitive diagnosis is made by the
pathologist.

Phis work will study the pathology, disgnosis and tre-

stment of breast cancer.
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ARATOMY OF THE BREEAST
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SURGICAL ARATOMY OF FEMALE BREAST

Topographic Anztomy

Ususlly, the breast is divided into 4 quadrants (upper
outer-urper inner, Lower outer, end Lower inner); Teking
the nipple && the centre as well as a retro areclar area
and an sxillery Pail. During the initial clinicel diegn-
osig it is important to make this topography precise as

it ig valuable regarding nodal management and irrasdietion

fields,

Extent of Femsle bressi:

Yertical: 2nd to 6ih ribs inclusive.

Horizontal: The side of the sternum to the midaexillary line,
sbout two thirde of the breast rests upon pectorslis msjor,
one-Third on the serratus anterior. At its lower medial
quadrent the h—gla.nd rests on the aepneurosis of the exter-
nal oblique which seperates it from the rectus abdominia,

Axill Pail of S ce

This is a prolongation from the outer part of the gland.

The exillary tail passes up to the level of the 3rd
rib in the axilla where it comes in direct contact with the
main lymph modes of the breast (anterior exillary nodes).
This process of breast tissue gets into axilla through an.
opening in the exillary fascia,kmown as the foramen of langer.
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