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ABSTRACT

This essay reviews hepatitis C virus (HCV), whichis a
parenterally-transmitted RNA virus highly prevalent n
Egypt. It results in hepatic disease which is mostly
asymptomatic and may pass unnoticed, but may progress
to severe chronic liver disease in 50% of cases. In
addition, it is associated with extrabepatic disease, the
most significant of which is mixed cryoglobulinaema,
porphyria cutanea tarda and lichen planus. Interferon is
effective in the treatment of liver disease. with
improvement of some skin lesions (mainly MC). It is
recommended to test for HCV infection in these diseases,
in order to detect the asymptomatic cases and commence
early therapy.
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