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INTRODUCTION AND ATM OF WORK

In 1981, the acquired immuncdeficiency syndrome was

identified in the United States.

The first cases were homosexual men {Jaffe et al.,
1985). In 1982, this pattern of illness was Trecognized in
I.V. drug abusers, persons with haemophilia, blood trans-
fusion recipients (CDC, 1981, CDC, 1982) and infants borne

to mothers with AIDS.

The war on AIDS requires a global effort on the part
of governments, scientists, doctors and public health workers
in order to identify cases and pattern of transmission

in each country so as to minimize the spread of infection.

This necessitated this study in Egypt on the high
risk group children, recipients of multiple blood trans-
fusions,. bearing in mind that transfusion of whole blood
or blood components has been implicated in transmission
of the syndrome ({(Amman et al,. 1983, Shannon et al., 1983;

church, 1984; Curran et al.., 1984).

>bﬁi aim ofiwwork in this study is to identify the
presence of acquired immunodeficjency syndrome in children
who receive multiple blood transfusions through testing
the sera of those children for the presence of HIV antibodies
and to trace the source of contaminated blood or blood
component received, to identify the main pattern of trans-

mission of this disease in Egypt.
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