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INTRODUCTION

bt s o e e et et mn

Daefinition :-

A

Visceral leishmaniasis is a chronic infec-
ticusg dis2age cauged by leisnnania donovani and
characterized by irrigilar fever, enlarguent of
the spleen and liver, waight losg, anaemia leuco-
penia and hypergamiaglobulinaémis the disease is
alzo nown as Kala-azar (Hindi for blazk sickness).
Dumdun Tever aad ponos {(Greek for Hurt). (Chulay

and Manson 3ahr 1984),

Synonyms 31—

Tropical splenomesgaly, Black sickness,
sivkari Disease, sahib's Disease, Burdwan fever,
Dum-dum fever, 20108 (Greece), Mard el 3icha (M-

altva) (Manson-Bahr and Apted 1982).

For Indian Kala-azar, - dunium fTever, %trop=-
ical splenomegaly, black sichness, for infantile
Kala-azar, - splealc anasmia of infants, nonos;

(STRONT 19348),

"Black fever", Kala-dukh, Burdwan epidemic

fever, (Roldr's 1919).
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History :-

The early history of Xala-azar in India is
somewhat obscure the digeage first atiracied pup-
lic attention in 1882 when Ulak, of the sanitary
commisaion of India, zave an acsount of 100 ZaZES,
described as a severa form of Malarial cachexia,
depopulating certain areas at the foot: -7 +he
Garo Hills. Agsam. The Garos called tine affection
Kala-azar (black fever), and it appears that it
nad been xnowa 0 them since about 1869 its osci-
rence among them was one reason for their failure
to be able to pay tha land rents owing to the amount
of sicknezs and disabllity it occasioned in the
triba the disease at Himnes terrorized thae jativgs,
wno were often to have intoxicated afflicted patvi-
ents and burnad taen in their huts to aradicate the

nalaly.

Thig epidamic of fever advanced slowly up
the Assam Valley, ani by 1839 had spread 150 milag

up the valley of the kamru» district,

It was also known %hat from 1854 +to 1875

aepldemics of tne atfection, under *the name of "Bu-
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rdwan fever", occured in lower Bengal, occasgion-
ing a quarter of a million deaths, and in some
digtricts as maay ag 50,000 people succumbed.
While the nature of Burdwan fever wmust ha regardad
as obscure, it zeems rgasonably certaia that the
digeasae which was described by Dre French in 1872,
as having existed in the Burdwan dis<rict gince

1862 was Kala-azar.

The Assam epidemic maiatained a steady rate
of progress un the vallay, and by 1896 1t had over-
run the next wost easterly disirzist of Nowgong, thae
death rate being so considerabls that thzra vas a
decline of 31.5 percant in the population of Wowgong
in that decadae. Napier reported that the Alseage
was al its worst in Nowgong between 13590 and 1900,
and duriag this period 3nhe ropulation showed a 25
per cent decresase., He suggests that in the gragt
Agsam epidemic, virgin soil was belng invaded,
whereas in south Bengal it had baen endemic for

nany years.

~

But the early history 22 Xala=-gzar in China

1s unknown. No great epidewmic in China comparable to
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that of Assam hasg been recorded, though nild

out breaks extending over several years a% a time,
and putbreaks oc:uring in cycles of 15 or 20 years
are gald by Young and Hertiz to have occurred,
Cochran, who invastizated the subject in 1913,
found that all the szarlicr authentic cases had
occurred in the ~ouniry north of th- Yangtze River,
with the exeption of Wuchange and Kinkianz, which

are on this river (Strong 1948),

Our knowlelge of Mediterranean leishman-
lasls or Kala-azar probably goes back to 1835, 1in
which year, Roser dirscted atteat’on %o the occurre-
nce ol 29103, or a painful enlarzmens of the splean,
in young children on the Isgland of Spezzia Pallas
also shortly after ward referrad to +ha condl tion,
and 1% was learned that it was endemic in the Islans

of Hydra as wall as in spazzia.

Karamitsas (1880) and Stephancs (1832) gave
exsellent clinical accounts of the affection, which
was sa’ld to commence during the fifst year of Llife

the earliest symptoms being languor and pallor, faver
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of an ilrregular character and gnlargmant of tha
spleen. Emaciasiion becane progressive the dig-
estlon was enfeebled, and conztipation was nzarly
always vrasent. The spleen zgradually attaized g
great size and was tender, these symaptoms deter—

mined the Tame vonos.

Pathological examination showed the chara-
cteristic lagions of tuberculosig, Leukaemia, and
malaria as absent. Gabbi later proved that thig
disease, ponocs, as gseen in spezzia, was 3 form of
leishmaniasis. However, the parasitic cangation
of Mediterranean Xala-azar had already been damon-

strated in 1905 by pianasa. (Strong 1948),
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Discovery of ths naragita:

In 1369 the Bnglish Medisal outhories in India
bacame familigr wlsh a very fatal disease among the
natives of Agsan but regardad it as a very maligna-
nt form of malaria, The natives designation for the
digease was Kala-azar. In 1889 Giles invagiegated
thig diseas2 and Zinding hookworm ova in almost all
of tae ~ases he came to the conclusioa that 1t was

ancylogtoniaagig,

Rogers (1896) and Ross (1898) after studying
the disecase were of the opinion that it had to do with
malaria, the forac~ ragarding 1t ag a maignant form
Of dalaria and the lattzr as malaria plis some secon-

dary infection.

Owing to the very ginilar temnerature charts
and nigled by azgglutination tests of the sarun of Kala-

azar patignta, which he regarded as showinz agglutinins
for Alcaligines, melitensgig, 3sully, in 1902, Claimsd
that Kala-azar was a malignant form »f Malta fever.

In 1903 Manson suggested that the disease nigat be
canzad 0y a Ltrypanosome, the absence of ialarial

parasites and non respoase to quininz heing againat

tne then usually accapbtad malarial stiology.

o
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