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Chapter One

She Problem
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CHAPTER 1
1 - Background of the Problem
Reading is a very important skill because of its
contribution to the development of overall language
proficiency. Cemprehensible input gained 1in reading

contributes to the general competence that underlies both

spoken and written performance.(Krashen,1983)

Reading 1s the primary source of acquiring knowledge at the
college level (Balser, 1976). In order for students to be
success ful they must perform satisfacterily on course
achievement tests which are usually taken from the material
in the course textbook. Thus, an important criterion for
success in college involves the ability to read and

comprehend textbook materials.

problems can result from reading difficulties and can lead
to failure, rejection and dropping out of school or college.
Therefore, the ability of students to understand the
material in the course textbook is usually necessary for
their success in the course. In this process therefore, the

process of choosing college textbooks and reading materials
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which have a readibility level suitable to the students
taking the course 1s important, and on the other hand,

students should have the skills necessary for reading.

Students who are enrolled in teacher education courses are
expected to have the abilities and skills necessary to
sucees:sfully decode and encode printed material in the
required textbooks. Ancther supposition is that textbooks
are chosen by professionals who are knowledgeable in the

context and readibility expectency levels of materials.

The preceding assumptions are deceptive because it can no
longer be assumed that students have the basic reading:
skills when they enter higher education, The higher
education system enables many students with skill

deficiencies to enroll in colleges.

Several studies (Crooks 1975; Hafter & Douglas 1958; Major &
Collet 1981 ;Cline 1972) have been conducted abroad and
indicated that the majority of students have textbooks

assigned to them that are above their reading level.

2 — Context of the Procblem

Students at the secondary stage have little experience in

Central Library - Ain Shams University



reading English as a foreign language (EFL). Their main
experience in reading 1is reading short extracts from

Practice and Progress and one short simplified non authentic

literary text in each academic year. In the school leaving
year, the final exam (which 1is set by the Ministry of
Education) involves comprehension gquestions which require
short answers. When the students join the university, the
situation becomes different. Students are exposed to
authentic long novels which are not written for instructional
purposes but they are written for native speakers of the
language or for people who have a good command of the
language. Students at this stage get no training in reading

skills.

3 -~ Statement of the Problem

The reading material in current use at the faculty of
Education, Assiut University is overloaded with unfamiliar
vocabULary. Whatever the purpose of teaching literature is,
students will not be able to achieve it unless they can read
with tolerable ease, This suggests that the new words in a
text should be minimal. Nutall (1982) suggests only one
percent of words should be new to the reader, that is about
five words per page., Unfortunately, literature books,

especially novels, have a much higher per centage thean that.
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Besides, there are also syntactic and semantic difficulties,
The students are thus forced into an activity which can only
be a dreary task for them. The laborious deciphering of
words and expressions that they often do with the help of a
dictionary not only slows down the reading speed but it also
interrupts the readers”’ thought process which should be
engaged in following the continued development of thought in

the text. (vid Nutall 1982)

Very often a teacher resorts to paraphrasing to overcome
linguistic difficulties. Such a procedure does not only have
the gffect of mispresenting the nature of literature but
also :mcreating a resistance to it in the readers”
mind. (Widdowson 1975), The novels used in the faculties of
Education were probably recommended with minimal
consideration of whether they are linguistically suitable
for the level of the students. Pett (1984) in the CDELT

Document stresses the importance of measuring the

readability of texts for all concerned with text selection.

Furthermore, students seem to lack the reading skills
necessary for reading and comprehension. Pett(1984a-b)
gives results for reading comprehension using the English
Proficiency Examination for Egypt(EPEE} in Faculties of

Education throughout Egypt which support this idea.
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