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INTRODUCTION
Child bearing, the aspect of human reproduction
unigue to women, requires optimal age (20-30), good health
and high standard of medical care to minimize maternal risks

( Thompsonand Baird, 1967).

Factors which increase these risks include thigh parity
" large number of births ",Short inter pregnancy interval
and pregnancy on both extremes of reproductive 1ife. In deve-
loping countries the risks are heightened further by chronic
maluntirtion, 7ittle or no prenatal and obstetric care,
excessive work, infections and other diseases and poor eniv-

ronmental conditions.

Although in recent years maternail mortality rates have
declined dramatically in many countries throughout the
world, death rafes associated with child bearing remain app-
alingly high in developing countries, in some countries as
kigh as 740 per 100,000 live births, a figure almost 50 times

higher than in developed countries.

Three major demographic factors influencing maternal

mortality and morbidity rates are
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