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ABSTRACT

In the present study, a trial to assess the
role of proto-oncogene Bcl-2 in  autoimmune
diseases was carried out.

This study was done on eighty individuals:
seventy patients (40 SLE, 20 cocllagen diseases and
10 RA patients) and ten controls. The patients
were chosen from the Rheumatoleogy and Internal
Medicine Qutpatient Clinics of Ain Shams
University Hospitals.

All patients under study were subjected to
clinical and laboratory examination including CBC,
ESR, ANA and anti-dsDNA, RF, CRP and Bcl-2 using
an ELISA.

The present study demonstrated a significant
difference between the control group and each
studied group of patients. A significant
difference was found between active and inactive
and between treated and untreated SLE group of
patients.

From this study, we could conclude Bcl-2 can
be used as a diagnostic marker in autoimmune
diseases. Furthermore, studies in genetic
engineering for the production of wmonoclonal
antibody against this protein by homologous
recombination and gene construction will be of
future benefit in treatment of wmany pathologic
conditions through which Bcl-2 play a major role
in its pathogenesis.
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