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ABSTRACT

This study was designed to determine the value of
computed tomography in diagnosis of pleural diseases.
At first, we started by Anatomy (Basic and C.T.
anatomy) of the pleura, pathology of common diseases
of the pleura, technique of examination, C.T.
manifestations with illustrative cases, then summary

and conclusion.
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INTRODUCTION
&
AIM OF WORK

INTRODUCTION :

CT may show abnormalities of the pleura at an earlier stage
than do other imaging technique, it is also useful in the distinction
of the pleural from parenchymal disease, in determining the precise
location and extent of pleural diseases, and in certain instances it
permits characterization of tissue density within a lesion by means

of analysis of attenuation coefficients.

CT is the preferable imaging technique for the characterization
of pleural masses in regard to their location (i.e. pleural or

parenchymal) and their composition.

CT is more likely to determine either the characteristics or

presence of an associated underlying malignant tumor.
CT is helpful in the differential diagnosis of diffuse pleural
disease, particularly in differentiation of malignant from benign

conditions.

CT provides information about the extent of disease and

invasion of chest wall and other surrounding structures.
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AIM OF WORK :

The aim of this work is to emphasize that the CT is an

important diagnostic tool in studying pleural lesions.
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Fig. 1: Subdivisions of the pleura
(Quoted from Amin, 1980).
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Fig. 2 : Relations of right cervical pleura

(Quoted from Amin, 1980).
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Fig. 3 : Suprapleural membrane. Fan-shaped sheath which covers the
cervical pleura from the 7th cervical transverse process and spread to
the inner border of the 1st rib.

(Quoted from Amin, 1980).
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