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ITNTRODUCTION AND ATM

OF THRE WORK

Lung infections represent a considerable problem In
the 1980s in terms of morbidity and mortality. They were

of all causes of death in

3%

responsible for & up to 24
different populations (White et al., 1981 and Mactfarlane et
al., 1982).

Mycecplasmal pneumonia may reprsent 6% to 18% of all
pneumcnia cases in different society (White et al., 1981
and Andrews et al

., 1987). It may be the main cause of

pneumenia in  certain endemic areas {(K'"onigswieser et al.,

1982},

Clinically Mycoplasma pneumontae (M. pneumoniae)
infections may be mild in nature (Foy et al., 1%79],
however severe pulmonary involvement could occur in

children and adults (Hanukoglu et al., 1986). Andrews et
al., (1987) reported a high mortality rate of M. pneumoniae
infections (5%) equal to that of pneumococcal pneumonia.
Extrapulmonary complications of mycoplasmal pneumania
are well known. These include, the central nervous system
diseases, which are common and significant complications
(Hodges et al., 1972), musculoskeletal disorders (Hernandez
et al., 1977y, pericardial and myocardial involvement
(Pénka et al., 1979b), 'mucocutaneocus lesions (Murray et
al., 1975) and may be acute glomerulonephritis {Cassell and
Cole, 19811 and qgeneralised lymphadenopathy (Shulman et

al., 1972).

Central Library - Ain Shams University



