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The thesis i.mlu.:ies an introduction, five chapt.ersv, and a conclusion;
The introduation disousses the poasible existance Iof soms kind of story-
telling in ancient Arabic literature, sugh as to be found in formal and
popular Opiqs. This view iﬁ held by a few scholars specializing in
modern Arabic nova]é There can be no doubt that Aragbic literature is not
different from the ljiterature of m languageSand must have had
varjety of Arabig forms and tales in folklore and a form of the novel
the biograpl;ias of popular herces, Such blographies are cbaracterized
by & narrative atructurs quite different from that of the Western novel,
It is Western cylture that is responsible for the appearance of the modern
novel in Arpbic literature. We could mention in this respect Mohammed
Husaelin Hayka; the auther of Zaynab and Tawfik Al-&lam the author of
the Return Of The Spirit. However, the fast development and flowering
of the modern Arabig novel showy that the novel reflects s’omf;hw the ment:

and psychplogical qonstitution of the Arabs. This argument has been

advanced by a nymber ¢f S¢holars foremos't among whom is Farouk Khorshid,
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chapta;'c- One examines the influence of Romanticism on tha Arabic
novei, through the translation of a number of romantic works into Arabic;
™o kinds of novel were common within the romanticr trend, namely the
historical novel and the sentimental novel. This thesis discusses both,
focusipg on the sentimental novel of Mohamed Abdullah and Yousel Al-Sibay.

| Chapter Mo discusses the realistic trend in Arabic whiqh was ine
ﬂuencgd by a translation of a number of realistic novels into Arabic
such as those by Balzac, Dickens and Qorki, as well as Chekov's short
gtories. The realistic nﬁvel is of two kinds: the first bveing critical
realism, and the saconﬁ socialist realism. BExamples of the first are
discussed, promingntly those by Nagib Mahfouz and El-Sahar. Examples
of the second were found to have pelitical overtones.

Chapter three concentrates on the stream ofconsciousness novel.T¢
discusses the appearance in Arabic of this modern trerd again through
translation. It wag found that this kind of novels is one of the stages
through ﬁhich_ the paycholdg:lcal novels passed, mly the intellectual
novej.s and the stream of consciousness povel. There are subtile differences
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between the two kinds, and certain Arsbic novels are chosen for illustra-
tion, either in certain aspects or in point of structure., The novelists
chosen are Nagib Mahfoyz, Jabra Ibﬂm Jabra,and Samih Al-Kasim,

Chapter four disquases the existentlal trend in the Arabic novel;
Bxistentialism was 1ntrod1_med through translation both of novels and
plays. A reference 1s made to the influenga of the French novelist
Francoise Sagan.on a mumber of Arabic women novels. Existentialism ince
ludes two distinct trends namely freedom and commitment. The chapter
deals with & r;umber of writers such as Colette Khury, lLaila Ba‘albaki,
latifa Bl-Zayyat, Bmily Nasralla and Abdul-Rahman funif.,

Chapter five deals with the new novel - a trend which appeared in
France in the mid-ninesteen fifties. Works by Samuel Beckett, Claude
Simon and Margrett Darss, among others, are discussed. There are two
kinds again within this trend namely the objective amd the subjective
novels. Arah writers were influenced by this tremd in the early sixties
fimat in the short story then in the novel.

The study deals with a number of phort story writers such as
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Mohamed Hafiz Ragab and Ibrahim Alsan, then a number of novelists such as
Edward Rl-Kharat, Diya Bl-Sharkawl and Sabri Moussa, The thesis concludes
with a referencq to the pciemce fiction novels which wers influenced by
the works of Jul;s Yerns and‘ He G o "olelll. Examples are given of the

isolated cases in the work of Mogtafa Mahmoud and Mihad Sherief.
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