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PREFACE

The drama of Anton Pavalovich Chekhov (1860-1904) has =
great appeal for me. 1In cheosing the plays of this
distinguished artist as the subject of my researsh, 1T have
felt I am not far away Irem English literature which is my
major, for Chekhov exhibits a universal influence that no
cne can denv. Watching the world that he clearly portrays in
his plavs, I do not feel unfamiliar. So czan “he case ke with
any spectator or reader of Chekhov. Notwithstanding the
attracticn, familiarity and simplicity of his drama, a scloss
and thorough exXamination proves it to ke taoo ccmpliex o
extract one definite classification or interpretaticn for
it. His drama is so rich that it may Ze open for continuecus
criticism, discussion and analysis. Until very recently
critical opinions about his works appear controversial. This
unigue feature results in an immense difficulty in placing
Chekhev in any literary school. It is also difficult to
understand the nineteenth century Russia in which Chekhov
lived. Therefere, the cbjective of this thesis is neither to
classify Chekhov nor to trace the history of Russia a: his
time but to assess the treatment of the theme of frustration

in his plavs, especially Ivanov {1887-1889%), and The Seagull

(18%6), and how far it is related to his modernity. This
appraisal will attempt to point out how the feeling of

frustration is inveclved in almost every aspect of his plays:
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ITINTRODUCTTION
Part IT: The Age of Chelkhow

Against this background... Chekhov places his drama
of human passion and frustration.l

Chekhov was the great artist of thne long zericd of
willght {1881-1304) that Zzllcowed the rurdsr of -ha Tsar

a
Libarater, Alexander II who ruled Russia frsm -25%

when comparing the artists of trhis paricd B.Pares Sinds +<ha+
"Chekhov is perhaps the grea<sest artist of a.l: <hat is- he
seems 0 make the mcst perfact porsirzzit of <ha exzch to
which he belongs..~"2The great raforms ¢f Alexander II

tcwns, the law and the army were beliztled and -urtailszd o}

his successor, Alexander III (1881-1854) whe tock the

~t

country to earlier stacges of severe retrcactivitv.® In spite
of the economic and social develorments these reforms
resuited in, the most important prcblem remained untouched,

ictatorship. Russia remained a backward agricultural

[ 7]

ccuntry. The heopes of the commoen Russians, for whom these
reform were net really made, were frustrated. However,

these far reaching reforms continued tc he like a charter of

bt

Pavid Magarshack, Chekhov: The Dramatis* !Xew York:
H#ill and Wang, 1980}, p.71.

Bernard Pares, Russia (New York: Penguina Rcoks, Irnc.,
, p.54.
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Likeralism, c¢reating & nrnew BRussia and committing it to

further progress. It was a pericé that reflected a stron

9]

need for a radical democratic liberztion.

1

Because of the serfs ccentinuouws siruggle for their

freedom and ¢ land, Alexzander II thought it was be*tfer to

®

out ar end to serfdom himself instead of forcing his people
to revelt fo do that. Thus in 135! came his mest important
reform, <the emancipaticn of Russian peasants who

rushed down intec the abyss of serfdem bv the Tsars. Tris

ot

emancipaticn did give the peasant personal freedom but *ha<
was as far as his econocmic conditions could alleow Rim
it. The peasants thought that thev at las: had a gocd Tsar
but they were deceived.l Their conditions ware not really
getting better. They were only given small pieces of the
worst land and they had to pay a lot for these pieces as
well as for themselves which was, of course, imp&gsible for
the poor majority of them. So they had to remain as serfs zs
they were. This forced them to start rising again in manv

rarts of Russia. Their deceiving emancipation set going a

1

For detailed information see:

a) Alexiev and Caratsov, Historv of the Soviet Union,
trans. into Arabic by Progress EZdition (Moscow: Progress
Edition. Zoboveski Boulevard, n.d.}, pp. B0-B4,

b} Pares, pp.42-43 and

c! Yepivanov and Videssov, History of the Scviet Urnion,
trans. intec Arabic by Kheiri El-Damen and Nicola Tawil
(Moscow: Progress Edition, Zcboveski Boulevard, n.d.).
pp-365, 369, 381.
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tremendous ecenomic reveluticn which treoughs Russia in

L

th

capita:lism which was not actually better

1

i t s

v
-
e
1]

ages ¢

han the previcus fesudal system ard which reached its

[
v

nichest and worst final s:iage, imperialism. by *he end of

1

the ninetesnth cen*ury.

feal - * . T oA v - . a4 -~ R - e i =%
The whele world was getting guite Ziffaren- with ar

urban emphasis, with wvastly impreoved t=chnical and
industrial means znd with the aprsarance of such ‘ameus

figures as Charles Darwin, Ear! Marx, Herhert Szencer and

cohn Stuart M:ill!. Science and rrogress wers deminatin b
was believed that both physica! ard human -asurs cou.id be
nest mastered. The olé Christian certainties were undarmined
bty the new thcught. Similarlv Russia was changing arnd

developing rapidiy after the long periocds of darkness,

1

tackwardness, isclation, ignorance, subjac

ct

fen, numberliess
famines and terrible epidemics. The emancipation of ‘he
peasants created a new industrial Russia and opened the docr
to every Xxind of Utopia although the peasants were stil! so
poor and deprived of their human rights. Their *arrible
cenditions pushed them to leock for work in the rewly cpened
factories but they discovered that the workers' condi‘icns
were nct really better.2 Every uprising cr strike led by

b

such oppressed peasants or wocrkers was cruelly suppressed by

1

Yerivanov, pp-373-374, 382, 4
2

Alexiev, pp.B7-%C.

o
B |
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the Tsar's forces. Thus, this deceiving emancipation made

rozlems

54

evoluticn ineviitable in the long run tc scive

ke

which were nct finallv settlesd.

ha - L. 3 = 5 5 ooy o~ -

Suring this pericd the 3Iussian scristy was stiil
o £ L8 o 4 < + + < - = P £ - - ~ - = - -
suliZering Zfrom the effiscis of serfdcm, he Tyranny of
- . B - =z o " - = = - =
fgarccm wnich only Zell In 1217 and *he grez* famires =of
1 m o -~ =~ P - - -
—¢¥.~-z, fcnseguent.y Iclilcocwed by spidemics.- It was z sccliety
- - p—— - = 3 - L P -— -} -3 1 - =
L&t was a.mcst fcrced to nmave fai-h o the futility of
- - m - 5 - = - - - 3 -
gvervrthing The idesl o0 the gewvarnment:t was rublic

2

- 1 Ralir-) r~ :. - - - - -1 e 1 * - -
silence ~ne Iutlls autocracy paralysed zll life. 21D the

o= 3 3 £ 1 Fr. = S e
old ideals crashed. The offigial churcsh was ccrruptad b

£ Laal + - ~ = -
menks werkiang for thwe Tsars interes-s Thne fzul Mcnk,
-

irfluence on the Empress, wife of Nicholas TI7T ruling from
1835 t¢ 1%17. The real governmen:t at tha: time was in the
hands ¢of the Empress. She believed that Rasputin was the
vzice of Cod and also cf the commen people of Russia and sc

is shameful scandals.3 3v the

jea

turned a deaf ear to all

beginning of the twentieth century, capitalism was natura.ly

[$1)

develcring inte imperialism an this 1

crisis as it did irn the whole weorid.” During the years

H

{130C-15C3) the Russian eccnomic crisis resul-ed in a great
* Pares, p.l107.
.
Z
Ibid., p.6é
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reduction of the number of wcrkers, an increase Iin
unemployment, a detericraticn in the wages of wWorkers and
ccnseguently in extreme hunger and pover:ty. There also
fellowed a grewth in the idle bourgeocis people who depended
on yvearly inceomes and 4id not participate in zny zroduction.
In 1300 ERussia became greatlv in debt which was increasing

due to the great interference of the foregin capitalists.

]

Mcregver, in the field of educaticon Russia was mcre backward

thar European ccuntries. Scheols were not encugh and
lgarning was not pessible for a big malority. 2All such

cenditions were bringing abeout the threat cf revolu:zion.

By the end of the nineteenth century signs of
Belshevism, that is to say, Cormunism,had already appeared,
especially when the two Russian Socialist Parties were
founded althocugh they were mere aspirations cut cff from
their public. Their leaders had to live abroad. The first
party was the non-Marxist party of Social Revolutiocnaries
that was first named "The Wil!l of the Pacple® and was

exander IX in 1881.

o

responsible for the assassination of A
It was founded in 1896 for the peasants. The second was that
cf the Social Democrats which was first known as "The Black
Partition!” It was founded in 1898 for the factory workers

by Nikeclai Lenin (1870-1524). Its members were the first

Ibid., p.459.

Ikid., pp-456, 460.

Ibid., p55i1.
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. . . 1 = .
Marxists ir Russia. These are examples zf the secrat means
focunded to struggle for freedom, land and demccracy.
However, it was only in 1917 that the Enperor Nicholas I

was finally forzced tec abdicate and was killed in 1818 by the

=
P

ot
3
m
JE¥)
[
mn
i1}
v
fu
'3
[+ 1)

Bolsheviks. This was the end of vaasty o

T :
1

Tsars. The following great changes necessitated a new kind

®

gceovernment, 2a goevernment consisting c¢f +h commen

[#1]

Russians and nct of Tsars, capitalists or landcwner

A number of writers, such as W.H. Bruford, E.Fan, D.

Magarshack, E. Peaca, G.Wocodcock, P.Zgri, R.T. Fighar Jr.,

T 1
PR

N
[
o
o
2

T

ellman, X.A. Lantz and B.Pares, dea

pessimistic atmosphere of Russia in the *wilight rericd o
Chekhov. Some, like Fern and Pares, set :the Russians and ths
Englishmen in comparison; and although., in some respects,
Russian histery does not follow the Western Eurcpean pattern

of

ultural! development, Fen and Pares draw some

Q

similarities between them. Fcr instance, serfdem which had
disappeared in England before the Middle Ages and in France
by the end of the eighteenth century was not abteclished in
Russia until 1861. The two hundred fifty vyears of Tartar
domination affected all aspects of Russian life. This
domination was followed by repressive autccracies which
lasted into the twentieth century (1917). VYe:t, Fen, fcr

example, comparing "the disenchanted Russian ¢f 1880-1300

Yparas, pp.S0-961.
2
Ibid., p.105.
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~1

and the frustraied Englishman cf 1619-325," says that sini

limetes produce similar results, mocds and thoughts. The
twe periods which are sad interludes between wars and
ravoluticns are stamped with spiritual discocuragement,
disappointment and derression. She adds that the English mav

elf-

tn

anvy the Russians their abkility for unashamed

Fh

revelation,za gel revelation which Chexhov s extremely

fond cf as the rast of the thesis will reveal.

In spite ¢f the oppression, cruelty and persecution ¢f
the Tsars, the Russians could achieve manvy successes in the
fields of science, literature and art. Tre terriblas
conditions cf Russia and :its oppressed people at this Zime
made reazlism the prevalent and successful attitude in art
and literature. It was only the kind of art and literature
which expressed real life honestly that was most suczessful.
Although the best representatives of Russian culture were
punished with sither early death, imprisonment, hard labour,

or eternal military service. the Russian culture did

o+

develop. Such cruel and unfair punishment did not preven
writing about the drawbacks of serfdem., dictatorship of
autoccracies, the oppressing prorrietcrs., the peasants’

deprivation of their human rights and the necessity of a

1
Elisaveta Fen, "Introducticn,”™ Plays: Antcn Chexhov,
trans. Elisaveta Fen {England: Penguin Bcoks, 1859}, p.9.
2
Ibid., pp. 8-9.
3
Yepivanov, pp.350, 355.
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