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INTRODUCTION AND AIM OF THE WORK

Asthma is the most common chronic illness in childhood (Jones, 1993).
Moreover, there are consistent findings from different-data sources suggest
that asthma in childhood may have become more common, more severe or a

combination of both (Taylor and Newacheck, 1992).

Public awareness and concern about the health effects of outdoor air

pollution is increasing.

The aim of the present work is to:

I Study the prevalence of bronchial asthma among school children aged from
6 to 15 years in Abu Zaabal area, in order to determine the prevalence of
this disease in different regions of our country and to find out if there is
any relation between the prevalence of bronchial asthma in this area and the

industrial atmosphere.

2. Study the reflection of bronchial asthma on school attendance, educational

achievement and psychological impact.
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HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE

The word asthma (Greak azein means breath hard) has retained its meaning
intact through the centuries, although the pathogenesis of the condition is not
fully understood (Kuzemko, 1987). References to the disorder were made by
Hippocrates (460-370 B.C.), although it remained for Aretaeus in the 2nd
century to provide a detailed description of asthma (Creer, 1982). In a treatise
on asthma, Tractus Contra Passionem Asthmatis, Moses Maimonides in the
12th century summarized the clinical features of the disorder and described

individual differences that occurred in the treatment of asthma (Muntner, 1963).

Sir John Floyer (1698), in his treatise of the Asthma used the term in its
general sense but confined himself largely to discuss the episodic type from
which he himself suffered (Sakula, 1984). By the last century, another famous
book by an asthma sufferer, Henry Hyde Salter on asthma, its pathology and

treatment, 1t was used specifically to describe this type of breathlessness

(Sakula, 1985).
In 1920 Webster’s dictionary, defined asthma in more details (Pride, 1992).

Despite early references to asthma, there remain sizable gaps in our

twentieth century knowledge of asthma.
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