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INTRODUCTION AND AIM OF THE WORK

Iron deficiency is the most widespread
nutritional deficiency recognized through the world
(Dallman et al., 1978). Iron deficiency anaemia
is still a frequently encountered complication
of pregnancy and even 1in developed countries may
be responsible for maternal, foetal morbidity and

mortality (McFee, 1973).

Anaemias of pregnancy are common particularly
in tropical countries due to low standards of 1living
in general, lack of proper nutrition and fregqunecy

of childbirth (Chaudhuri, 1970).

As iron deficiency anemia 1is the commonest
type of amnaemias encountered during pregnancy and
the incidence of iron deficiency 1is related to
socioeconomic, cultural and nutritional status
and as also the relationship between mothers iron
status and that of their babies is not yet clear.
While some studies showed significant relationship

(Colomer et al., 1987), others denied this finding
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and suggested that a baby can get all his needs
even 1in severe anemic nethers {MacPhail et al.,
1980; Hussain et al., 1977 and Kelly et al., 1978).

This lead us to this study.
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