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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

Children constitﬁte nearly half of the total population
of third-world countries. Most of them suffer from widely
prevalent malnutrition, bacterial infections and parasitic
infections leading to high morbidity and mortality (Rathi,
1584). Intestinal parasitic infections in man are extremely
common worldwide, and the school~age group is one of the
most susceptible groups to the infection (Ekeh and Adeniyi,
19886). Parasitic infections in that age may lead to poor
nutritional status which is associated significantly with
decrease in the mental and physical growth rates (Sabbour

and Farid, 1978).

Many investigators were interested to study the
relation of parasitic infections and growth. Most of these
studies proved retarding influences of different types of
parasitic infections on physical and mental growth and
development (Stephenson et al., 1980, 1989, 1993, and
Thein-Hlaing et al., 1991), while some other studies could
not prove this relation (Freij et al., 1978, Klcetzal et

al., 1982 and Taren et al., 1987).

In Egypt, one of the most important studies done, was

that conducted in 1987 by Gad et al., in Alexandria who

Central Library - Ain Shams University



