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7o Wy Wotkor and Wy Father

Whhe Tanght me the Weaning

of Lovc and Toleramce.
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This is my lettor to the World
That sever wrete to Me_
The simple News that Nature told_
With tender Majesty
Her Message is committed
Te hands 1 cannet see_
For lever of Her-sweet-countrymes_
Judge teaderly_of Me
(441; Emily Dickinson, 1330-1886)
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Sahaa Kl Dia Mohamed Abd E1 Megid
The Thane of Vieleace in the Animal Povwss of Ted Hughes
Department of Eaglich, Faculty of Lducation, Ain Shams LUniversity

ABSTRACT

Thes thesis explores the theme of violence n the arumal poems of Ted
Hughes (1930-) Hughes uses arwmals as dramatic personas m his poem lo
avoid the accusation of the critics of being insensitive  Violence for Hughes s
inheters in ol sspects of nature, whether in man or aniral, but n the kingdom
of man the issue of violence is more complex and sophosticated

The thesis is divided into three chapters  Chapter One discusses the
issue of violence from a psychological, historical an”  yrchetypal point of
view Prychologically, the definitions of violence are presented and the issue is
discussed from the psychologists’ points of view Historically, the chapter
presents 2 historical survey of the incidents which led man to be an aggressive
creature, such as the First and Second World Wars  The  archetypal
spproach, on the other hand, concentrates on the myths which influenced
Hughes while he was writing his poems.

Chapter Two is devoted to the relationship of Hughes with animals; it
discusses the philosophical issues which stand behind using animals as persona
in his poems.

The last Chapter, is a critical appreciation of twelve poems, all of which
are about animals. It seems that ammals in Hughes's poems are used
metaphorically, that is, as symbols of buman beings.

The thesis ends with a conclusion, a summary of the findings of the
study and some suggestions for further research.
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1 Shamaniom
It » 2 belef w North and South Amenca, whare people beleve that by
slontifying with amimal spirits, man can attain & hesling power  The
shaman goos in initistion dreams, in which, the shaman dies, and then he
i redurrected  The result 15 that the Shamen returns to hving,
displaying some healing power, or clasrvoyance

(Mircea, Eisde Shumanign Princaton University Press, New York,
1964)

2. Lupercal
Luperic means "wolf™ and Lupercalia Festival is a ceremony which was
held in ancient Rome Lupercal is 1 place for wolves, a cave on the
peiatine where Romulus and Remaz were supposed to have been
suckied by a she-wolf

(Rose, J H. Ancient Roman Religion, Macmillan, London, 1948),

3. Wodwo:
Hughes deacribed the wodwo as a half-man half-animal spirit He 15
like Caliban in Shakespeare's The Tempest.

4. Agec:
They are known as aggressive tribes or as cannibals. They used to live

in South and Central America.

(Frazes, James George. The Golden Bough, Macmiftan, London, 1963).
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INTRODU THON

Ted Hughes (1930-) u conmdered by many crticy as & pom of viokence
Many readers Bnd his poetry dWficult and tough The theme of violence was
clearly manifasted in his writing sbout prodators and smmaly  He was aocused of
celebrating and mvoking violance in society through his poeiry  The is sn attompl
10 explore the isue of violence in this thesis, and how it is problematic and
comtroversial in our modern times  The ressons behind Hughes's choice of writing
about violonce in the andmal kingdom sre revesled, and why he chose 10 write
sbout snimele rather than human figures in his poems. It is apparent that Hughes
used snimals ae molaghors and symbols for human boings The thesis tries to
refloct the philosophy and the significance of using animals and the interpretations
of these motaphors in the realm of human beings

Hughes tackies the theme of violence bocause he believes that violence is
inberent in all aspects of nature and life. Wars have proved that men is capable of
nflicting harm by inventing lethal weapons 10 destroy himeelf and  his
followspacemen. Movies, T.V. serials and news indicate how man is kiving in a
violent age and how man has become violent as well. The thesis tries to find
answers for the problematic issue of violence. The thesis also trics 1o answer the
question why Hughes uses animals as dramatic personas, and how violence is
reflected in his poems, through a thematic and critical analysis.

The thesis is divided into three chapters. Chapter One deals with "Ted
Hughes and Violence: a Historical and Theoretical Survey”. Chapter Two deals
with "Hughes as a Shaman and his Relation to Animals®. Chapter Three is a
critical apprecistion of the aspects of violence in Hughes's animal poems.
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Chapter One is a thematic and historical survey of the issue of violence
and it tries to investigates the problem of violence in the poetry of Ted Hughes.
It traces the philosophical implications behind writing about violence, and the
poet's defence against critics, who accused him of propagating violence
threugh his poetry. In addition, the Chapter states the historical and social
backgrounds which led Hughes to write about this critical issue and how Worid
War II (1939-1945) had its effect on Hughes's attitude towards life and human
nature in general. This Chapter presents many definitions of violence. Most of
these definitions admit the violent and aggressive nature of man. Lorenz, Freud
and Hughes believe that man acts violently as an outcome of innate instinctive
impulse, and due to a violent social environment as well. Man has got the seeds
of violence inside himself and society pushes him to act violently as well.
Chapter One goes deep into the nature of man with reference to Hughes's ideas
about human nature.

In Chapter Two, the relationship between Hughes and animals is
investigated from autobiographical, psychological and historical perspectives
and the chapter traces the relationship between Hughes and animals since the
period of childhood till he became a famous poet. This chapter deals with the
idea of Hughes as a shaman. Hughes believes that by invoking the spint of
animals and identifying himself with them, animal spirit can inspire him of a
secret language which enables him to heal the wounds of his society. This secret
language is exemplified in writing poems about animals. Hughes believes that
these animals are used as metaphors for human beings. They are used by
Hughes to avoid any criticism of ruthfullness by the critics and the neo-
humnanists.

Chapter Three is devoted to a critical appreciation of some of Ted
Hughes's poems . These poems are:

(1)  Jaguar [Hawk in the Rain (1957)].

(2)  The Thought - Fox [Hawk in the Rain (1957)].
(3)  Hawk in the Rain [Hawk in the Rain (1957)].
(4)  Hawk Roosting [Lupercal (1960)].

(5)  View of a Pig [Lupercal {1960}].
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() Thrashes [Lugsisal (1900))

(M Mbe [Lugeral (1200}

() Lupercehe [Lupsrcal (19¢0))

(9) A Second Glance At A faguar {Wadwe (1967))
(10) Wodow [Wodwo (1967))

(1)  Rar's Dence (Wodwn [907)

(12) Howling of The Wolves [Wodwo 1967)

The Chapter investigates the sspocts of violonce manifesiod in the
animal posms. The critical apprecistion streases the theme of violence in the
snimals poome and how they are used as motaphors for human beings The
analysis focuses on the images, vocabulary and juxtaposition between man and
animal to indicate how Hughes portrays the violont nature of man and animals.
The itorprotation of the poems will focus on the theme and its relation to the
realmn of buman beings. The last pent is & conclusion, stating all the ideas
discussod i the thesis.

Two approaches are followed in this study, one is historical and the
other is thematic. The historical approach traces the period in which the poet
lives. 1t ivestigates his biography and his childhood memories in an sttempt to
shed light on his childhood and his relation to animals. It also traces the
historical events such as the First and Second World War and how the violence
commisted during these wars has got its impact upon the poet's look at wiman
nature.  The thematic approach investigates the theme of violence in Hughes's
animal poems and how the historical events and his philosophy about life,
nature, animpls and human beings are reflected in these poems.  Also, the
analysis of the poems will try to investigate the mythological background
behind using these animnals. The researcher in his analysis will resort to the use
of archetypal crificism with special reference to (Nerthwop Fry, Anstomy of
Criticism, 1963). By doing so there is an attempt to imvestigate the archetypes
and symbok which conmect one poem 1o another in a unifying and

Central Library - Ain Shams University



Central Library - Ain Shams University



