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CHAPTER 1
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CHAPTER 1

I Introduction

In this introduction the writer will point out the need for
the study, the definition of the problem, the hypotheses, and the
operational procedures.

It is hoped that this introduction will show the significance
of the study, since it has not been fully investigated before, and
explain_the way it is carried out.

A Need for the Study:

With the recent progress in the fields of science and technol~

)

ogy, the natural need for more communication with the peoples of
the world, scross national barriers, has increased. Ec¢onomic and
cultural’ties that link us with Europe and America, have added to
our national requirements the need for individuals to speak foreign
languages and be able to communicate easily with native speakers
of these languages.

lAmong those who need to use foreign languages are holders of
new jobs in industry and conmerce, scientists, administrators who
work with international agencies and those who plan to emigrate to
or work in an English speaking country.

Because the A.R.E. government has realized the importance of
learning English by schocol students, this foreign language is con-=
sidered an important subject in the curricula of both prepar atory
zné secondary schools. English, however, is less intensively
raught at the university and higher institute levels.

ﬁ/ Even after spending at least six years learning English, it

is generally noticed that most university graduates can hardly ex-
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2.

press themselves in English especially when they are communicating
with native speakers. There is an evident imbalance between the
adult students’ proficiency in reading ang writing and that of speak-
ing and understanding the oral aspects of the language. This was
repeatedly observed by the writer when she was teaching English at
the Division of Public Service, the American University in Cairo,
for six years.

As this deficiency of adult students in oral comprehension
and speech production was generally felt, many cultural centers.
as well as university extensions and privately and internationally
owned organizations have opened their doors for adult students who
need to increase their proficiency in foreign languages. AsS evi= .-
dence of the need for improving oral skills there has been an in=
crease* in enroiiment of students who apply for conversational
English classes at the Division of Public Serviece, Z.U.C.

The reason for the present study then, was to find a way
through which adult learners would benfit more and get the utmost
gain in rem#dial and refresher courses of conversational Enclish.

The basic requirement seem to be & curriculum built wlth TTrop-
er maeterial and taught by means of methods that would suit the

cepabilities and needs of adult leaarners.

* Tn 1972 there were 243 students for the beginning course of
conversational English; 1in 1974 there were 597 stu °nts ap-

plying for the same course.
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B Statement of the Problem:

Many adults feel that their oral skills are not as proficient
as their reading and writing skills. The purpose of this study is
to develop materials for a conversational English course at the
beginning level, to be taught in the form of a unit, to a group of
adult learners, stressing:

1- that this material was designed for learners who are aif-
ferent from young learners in their nature, characteris-
tics, learning abilities motivation and attitudes.

27— that this material stresses the improvement of the learn-

ers' oral skills.

C Assumptiong of the Study:

It was assumed that if adult students who wanted to master
spoken English were given the correct type of material based on
their needs and designed according to their psychological, phys-

iological and educational characteristics and taught according to

modern methods of teaching that stress the oral skills, they would
e able to attain their goals and speak the language fluently.

D Research Hypotheses:

1. There are basic differences between young and adult learn-
ers, thus adults need different teaching material and tech-
nigues.

2, Using the designed material will enable adult learners to
gain positive progress in communicating in the foreign
language more than other learners who follow traditional
material.

3. Using thc proposed teaching method wil. have positive in-
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fluence on mastering spoken English and result in signi-

ficant improvement not attained through the currently

used methods.

E Operational Procedures:

1.

In the introduction the problem was defined as having
three main variables, the adult learner, the material used
and the method folliowed.

Data would be collected on students and courses through
guestionnaires meetings and 3iscussions with adult learn-
ers and their teachers. Visiting professors and experts
in the fields of adult education, English language teach=-
ers pnd curricula designers would also be interviewed.

The purpose was to get a complete idea of the different
aspects that might help in designing a successful program
for adults in Conversational English courses.

A unit to be taught to a group of adult learners at aUC
would be developed including objectives of the unit, tim=-
ing, duraticn, sampling techniques as well as material
designed and method followed.

Pre tests and post tests would be designed to ascertain
whether the experimental group had gained in oral skills
more than the control group after being taught according
to the unit developed and the method of teaching recom-
mended.

The effectiveness of the unit would be evaluated according
to the results of pre and post tests and the questionnaire

returns on materials taught and methods followed.
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6. After analyzing the findings, recommendations would be pre-

sented and suggestions for further study expressed.

7. Summary and conclusion of the present study would be given.
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CHAPTER II

SURVEY OF PERTINENT LITERATURE
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CHAPTER II

SURVEY OF PERTINENT LITERATURE

In order to design materials suitable for the adult learner,
certain aspects have to be described and analyzed.
A. 2Adult Learners
The adult differs, among other things, in maturity, learning
ability, motivation and attention span from a young learner. Tradi=~
tional teaching may have ignored some of these basic differences and
conveniently considered the adult different from the child only in
age.
Many educational centers and institutes for teaching adult
learners use the same material written for young people especially
in the field of teaching foreign languages. This may be one of the
main reasons which make many adult learners drop out of these courses.
Toe avoid this mishap and to design a well constructed program, the
researcher surveys in this chapter some basic aspects of adults
learning to speak a foreign language. These aspects include:-
1. General and specific objectives of adult education
and obijectives of learning conversational English.
2. Physical and psychological characteristics of learners
studying English with regard to the nature of spoxen
English.
3. The learning ability of adult learners.
The researcher listed some of the shortcomings that might happen 1f
those aspects were not taken into conrifderaztion befor planninT &
course for adult learners. Cut of this survey, the resesv~he.
arrived at some important ascumptions which were used as the frame-
work folliowed in designing e experimental program including material

approach and teaching activities.
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Obijectives of Adult Learners

a. General Obdectives of Teaching Adult Learners:-

Many educators have written on the definition of adult
education and its different objectives. They all agree on the im-
portance of defining the objectives needed before designing any
instructional/program. Among those educators are Verner, Gage
and Bloom. Verner (1) says that the core for all adult education
lies in the design of learning experiences which meet the needs
of the learners. Gage (2) on the other hand says that the effect=-
iveness of the learning process is considered according to the
amount of change that took place in the individual as a result
of his experience in thinking, feeling and behavior.

Both Verner and Gage believe that education is a system
of learning experiences.

The researcher believes that a study of the learning ex-
periences that are neeced to meet the objectives of learners 1s a
pre-requisite to designing a new program.

A widely accepted definition of the domains of education

: : . . . : . 3]
is mentioned in The Taxonomy of Educational Objectives DY sloom(

and zssoclates.

{1) Coolie Verner, "Definition of Terms" in Aduit Sducation: Qutline
of an Emerging Field of University Study.{(A.Z. A. Washinoton
D.C. 1964)p.32,

(2) N.L. Gage, "Paradigms for Research on Teaching” in Handbook
of Research on Teaching (Rand McNally & Co. Chicago 19263) p.2%6

{3) Benjamin Bloom, Taxonomy of Educational Objectivas. {David McKay
Co. Inc., Canada, 1956). p.7.
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