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rrhe olive tree, (Olea europaea L. ), family 

Oleaceae, is a widely distributed tree grown in many 

arid areas of the world. The Mediterranean region, is 

its native habitat· 

The olive tree is an evergreen, attaining a 

height of thirty to thirty five feet when fully devel­

oped. Its symmetrical growth and beautiful foliage make 

it very ornamental and worthy of a place in the home 

grounds as well as in the commercial orchard. 

The olive tree yields two main products : oil 

and table olives. The olive oil is by far, the most 

important source of income among the two, being greatly 

prized in the entire Mediterranean region both for its 

fine flavour and its cooking properties. 

Most olive varieties have the habit of bearing a 

heavy crop one year and very little the next. 

The olive is adapted to extremely arid conditions, 

because of its special leaf structure and ramified root 

system. Trees are known to maintain themselves under 
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extremely hot, riry c:ondi.tions with H mean anncwl rain­

fall of not more thrm four inches, Another hnbi t of 

the olive is that of forming suckers around the base. 

If allowed to grow without pruning, it develops several 

tr&nks and persists in throwing out protecting sprouts" 

Olive trees attain great age, as is evidenced by the 

old monarchs of the plant world growing in parts of 

Europe and Asia. 

The olive plant is generally considered a slow­

growing tree; but under favourable conditions its 

growth is quite rapid. 

Little information has been mentioned in the lit­

erature about the olive tree as far as the nutrition 

of its young tree was concerned. Consequently, it was 

quite imperative to provide the literature with such 

further information which would help its growers with 

such nCJta to enable theJ11 to make their job easier. 

The aim of our investigation presented in this 

thesis was to study the effect of differential nitrocen 

levels on growth and vigor of the young olive seedlings. 

'rhe effect of shade on growth of young olive 

seedlings has been a controversial issue since long time 
















