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GelNpRAL  INTROUUCTION

The aresa of Abu Roash lies on the eastern edge of the
Eeyptian Western Desert at about 18 kilometers NovoW. of the
Pyramids of Gizah and 15 kilowetere to the west of Cairo. It
is limited from the north oy the latituae U° 506" North and
from the East by the longitude 51° 51°7" kast (lext rig.l)

walther sna schweinfurth (1us8Y7) in thelr paper on the
Uretaeeons Region of Abu Roash, described 1t as "an ares of
regular outline assuming uore or less rhomboidal shape.Beadnell
(1902) excluded the southern part of the area, forming the
partly detached portion of Geran-kl-Foul and described the area
as of irregular boundaries. Thus the remainder of the area which
includes the massifs of Gaa, Ghigiga and Gebel El Heggaf Toge-—
ther with the depression of sidr sL. Xhamis anda a part of wadi
El-curn, forms a roughly triangular area, the eastern apex of
which touches the village of Abu Roash.

The total area of exposed Cretaceous rocks is 48 square
kilometers as determined by Beadnell (1902,p.9). The latest
estimation of the thickness of all the deposits exposed in
the Gai massive is nearly 26um. (Jux 19%54,p.171).

The rock units exposed in the area are those given by
Saiu (lyoz,p.lus) wna recently stucied by Ghorab and lswaii
(L0t ceclioin SLELD kb oadlluiobl pafls ob Los albes.
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cal JniTs 10 Ghe Al nuaso area.

nuek Unit

Lithelogy

Some important fosoils.

Blow sand.

RO B

Locse pebbles snd gravels of Juartiz
anc fiilnt with pebbles of lgneous
origin.

e ——

!
i
I
]

Sands, sandstone with occasaional
carbonaceous andferruginous claya.

Pgctena

% P&t m febel knashab White calcareous sandstone with a Besal beds Sgutells remains in places with
Red beds Conglomeratic merly layer at the fresh water fossils.
Basalt flow. base.
40 m Basait. Bapaltic shest with an upper clayey
' zone resulting from the alternation
H and weathering of Basalb.
W VYaricoioured sandetone with flint silicified wood.
nodules and silicified wood,variably
altered by baking and silicification
Up. mocene iy m Sandy dolomitic limestone grit,sand- Caralia B lgcuncides,Ostrea clot—-beyi,
Mid. @Zocend 35 m stone.iarly limestone,dolomitic Gisortia gigantica, FEchinolempas CT eri,
Unconfornity
mmpanian Chalk. Pycnodonta veulcularlis.
to 170m
¥azatrichtipn
Laatonian 50 m Plicatula warls, limestones Plicatula ferryi,Qstrea neinzi,lLopha
Gonisclan beds dichotoma,Batrea costel,Bchinobrigsug
raynesi, Hemigster blanckenhorn.
r Flint band Waite chalky limestone @ith flint Amormosgoggia tunescens, &xllocaenia
} coneretions and bands of chert. roachensis, Cuculaea ilgeriensls,
Digtefanella Lombricalis.
' m4an 205 Actazeonella Linmestone,marl,shale. 4ctaeopelila 5 iomonis,Neringea reguieniana,
! - Durania corpu- astoris,dillestroms

PP

R

Llnestune 1

Hard limegtone, doromitized

nicholpeni -

Arca (Sarbatis)trigeri,Pterodonta defisusi.

poi=E I SL

Hnaie,mnarl,and timestone

| horadiolites Sper sbhagrulites zitbell,

2N LA S

periaster reacnensis,Gyphosoms abiatel .

ciped in tnis Gnezle!

“ne faluopas des
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compiled from diiferent sources and completed by the author.
The main sources of informations are: Beadnell (1902), Faris
(1948), Faris & Soliman (1954), Jux (1954), S=id (1yée), Ghorab
& Ismail (1970).

It is in the neighbourhoou of the villoge of Abu Roash
near the apex of the triangular Cretaceous sres, thst sowe
of the oldest rocks in the whole region are exposed. These
rocks form a saall faulbed and denuded dowal structure,

No specific treatment of the age of the fossil content
of these rocks was attenpted although some questions were
raised regaruing the age of the Pre-Turonian formnation in
the Western Vesert in general. Lone of the previous workers
olfered any exepleanation of the fact that the fossils from
these rocks are unusually smsll in size. These foscils were
not described in full detail and no adeguate comparison with

siwilar faunsas in other localities was made.
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Historical Review:-

The earliest legacy on the geology of Abu Hoash was written
during the thirties of the last century when a French naval
officer léfebvre visited Egypt and examined geologically the
neighbourhood of the village oi Abu Roash., He published in 1659
a brief description of the strata in the arc¢a. The following is
a cursory review cof the previous literakure on the area of Abu
Heoash,

Schweintfurth (1889) re-studied the area and refcrred the
Klesozoic beds there to the Upper Cretacecus. lie appended to his
work a map of the area.

Mayer-Kymar is known to have visited the destrict, but he
only made a brief reference to its geology in a paper published
in 1886.

Bullen-Newton (1898) published a description of some fossils
collected from the Upper Cretaceous rocks of &bu Roash and
assigned them to the Turonian.

Blanckenhorn (189Y) argued that the Cretaceous rocks in the
locality belong to the Turonisn and tie santonian.

Fourtau (1900) referred Lo the area in his work "Notes sur
les Echinides Fossiles d'igypte' which includes The descriptions
of some of the aost important fossiliferous veds in the succes:sioin.
Fhe foblowing 1s & Table 0l e Loweruost Iive membels @iven by

-

Fay
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.. Linestone with small Rudists .ceeersscssceces 6 ms
4. Laninated (schistose) Limestone witioub
f{)s&.-ils...l.lI.'..‘.llf.....i..ll.lll!nl.l’iﬁ lO ms

5. Limestone with gyphosoma abbatel and

Periaster roashensis secisessrssncccnscssnas 1 ms

2. Variegated gypscous wall.ceererecerseeccoacs 10 s

Base 1. Yellowish unfossiliferous BET L e soesssncassss

\h

as

Blanckenhorn & Walther {(1900) agreed with Schweinfurth
on regarding the age of the lowermost beds in the Cretaceous
succession as Cenomanlian.

Blanckenhorn in the same year (1900) gave a compilation
of s sumsarized description of the whole of the succession in
the srea recognised until 190U.

Beadnell (180z) was the first to present an adequate
geological description of the whole area appended by an
excellent detailed geological map. A part of this map illu-
strating the area in the neighbourhood of Abu Roash Village
together with a section in the vicinity of the present site
of fossil collecting (on which age determinabion was made)
is reproduced in text tilgure ko. 2. He subuivided the
succession into well defined units whicu are stiid widely
secerted. The UOLLoWille 15 The suteess 1ol oL The Jreiscevus

- iy g Ty, i3 e 5 N R TIEF S I TS - RS BT N s
rocke L Lie mitwgdH BS reCupinlzed Ly o seadlral Lauve s
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// Refer to legend in

Fig.2"b"

® Fossil collecting localities
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Fig.2"b" Section through the Cretaceous formations
extending from near Abu Roash and Gebel el Midauwara.

{ After Beadnel 1901}
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