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Ten years ago, no pue would have believed that by
1975 the ahortion ralte woulid equal sne-third that of
live births, the events which have been connected with
such draomatic rise include risht to voie, orel contra-
ceptives, 1.U,C.Ds., women's liberation movement,
change in abortion laws snd liberalizcd sterilisotion.
Which of these factors hes 2ul tie zreatest impact is
dirficult to determine, bubt ccrtainly a womanls cholee
to carry or reject a pregnuncy uust be very profound,.
The liberal abortion poliey Zas important conscguences
Tor soelety as evidence? T eiizsrizaces in Brit-in,
It was Tound that the practis: of criminsl abowiion ig
nst eleningted, also the aumer of decths ang cepsls
Trom gbortlion of 21l kinds is act greatly reduced, the

L s
eaths are shiffted

e
Fh

rom e sronitanesus znd eriming
columns to te one for lepal or tlhercpeutie zh:riion.
“rere 18 o lowering of sinadards with £ incresse in
sexuzl freedom ond promiseulty, tozether with sn

increase in vererezl disercaes,

The practice of controeesiion ic discours ed, also

the illezitimncy rate is nst rcduc d. Any redieiion
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in the birtx rote is the resuls of scntraception and

W

sterilization, nct of abortioz. The temiragtbion of preg-
nancy, therapeutiec or legzl, is always potentially dan-
gerous, when th: indieation = due To serious physical
maternzl disezse, ths riss 1= consideratle. The morbidity
rate also variecs with th- 3Tzage of tne pregnancy at thos

time of its interrurticn. ~hs tarlier it is carried

of stcortion cwm T ZiUinciZ Lot yoyziczl znd peycholggieczl,
WhET - imtoninTe oI TLLdTUls To.ir wri Lpprecizrle in illegel
P Y S A N e ~ - .- ER— . - - ~
GUlITIo LI oo Ul TRlX T Yoo . LIEXpEIIcNCcle LESE

. - S PR o~ PR
ar: iy emoclis,Tab oo, Lo lectiz oentolis, siowie
PRSI e MR -y B R e T R ey
cagxif, =niCCarilTis, Il LLTLII 2nd rensi IELlure .
N awmA e - P e o o o e -
Lardlac ZrLrefT ID0I ZLICL L CClilTe

Zoe rewobe [T onoooDs o dmeluds amonorriioez,
ste»iliTy and CciioL...T L. C LoILCction which 2ovelops

in »erineps 1 =2 o of ¢ oi00 .
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Over dilatation of thc internal ¢ervical os may

lead to subsegquent habitusl miscarriage and tendency

to subsequent premature lavo.ur. From the psychological
aspect feeling of gullt cen-lead te subsequent psych=-
osomatic disorders such as frigidity, dyspareunia amnd
menstrual upset o In all cases cf abortion wibh various
degrees of dilestation of the cervix many microorganismns
are introduccd into the uterus. This might lead to septic
abortion which mezns s heavy z2nd se¢riocus infection of the
uterus with organisms of varying degrees of virulence and
clinically associated wi'h hi_htened temperature and pulse

rate.

e sa g
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According to Bnglish law, abortion denokes the
termination of pregnancy before the twenty-eighth
week, bthat is before the fostus is viable., Affer that
time Tthe process is lapoure Tnis is the Hraditional and
legal defirition but opinicngy if not laws, arc chang=
ing and with moderm m:thods of resuscitation and in-
tensive care of ths newborn, Zoetuses less well deve-
lored often prove to be viatle and are then always
classified zs live births irrespective & thseir

maturitye.

In zny case the 28 wecks apslies Ho the peried
¢f amenorrhosa, which —:=z2rxs “h2t the foetus is only 26
woeils 0ld. Some authoritis now, ITor scientific purpcses,
2pply toe werm atcrtion wihien e Ifoetus is exXpelled before
the twentieth week of z.ozizacy. or weight less than 500
gme I fact, = birsh weis:c of 500 gm,., usually means 22
Weeks amenorrhoew znd tiike zr. the two criteria now being

stroz.ly recommend«d for intiraational acceptance.

Central Library - Ain Shams University



Apart from obher considerations, the widespread

practice of legal terminztion of pregnancy makes it

desigyable to lower the ags ¢ viability.:

=

Recent concern over the possible use of fostuses
for exXperimentation prompted the suggestlon that only
a foetus weighing 1less thar 500 gm. should be regarded

as previable.

The term abortion is zls0 scmetimes loosely applied
to the produets of concepboon which are pasecd; strictly

these asre the abortus or conceptus.

Miscarriage is 2 synoaymous term which is preferred
by those who tend tc roigsari the word abortion as lim=-
plying the deliberate terzingtion of pregnancy, erimine-
ally or legallye ~2¢ tors Zg sometimes given different
reanings, thus in soms clinxcs zicrtion is used to
denote expulsion of the utcrisc coatent before 16 weeks
of preznsncy wuaill ziscarr. _c¢ Signifies the same process
occurring vetween the 16%h znd 28th week. (Hordern 4.

1971) .
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In generzl, to laymon, the term abortion now
implies crimirnsl interforeice, while misgarriage

ion ¢f pregnancy. Criminal

dorn %erm, begausc histo-

rically, the induction 2 arbion waes of no legal

COnGErn TC thi ZOVErnTLuTE JI T OBT 2rEfSa

O
52
H

h

Ori-insl zohorvTion iorlies zn gborvtion £itiae
- Se- - A -~ == -  — - < ! - o=
attezpred or produc:d sc.Tr.ry ©o ap;licable 1aws
~ - - -~
(S¢hwartzo, 1G68) .
[ ]

- T e o ryme s A= oan omn —e LR - 5 _~ - A

Thg lows <overning o0 Imdugticn ol cbortion
heve ghsnocd Lo DSoLnT TLlTL, however, ToRers 28 DEch

3 . H L

8 péoaryevlc snifT im wirilL orimien wivTh liberalizaticn

of *oe zvorTion lgws irn .7 counbtries :nd stztis.

Tne gorld IE AiTLLCEL wnTI TLDG€ LLIUE, one 1n o walch

only nurrow 3.l L oz o Lic TUimilczTiois krzmlv

stomuion, Lofo2ond inowmile TorTiorn raraing THRET A

Ditic ToU liT.. WoIy 2ioozll o wviowE oo v loTeorrreTition
of it woriMuiiroocouuic” , L L4 L TLIDG WhoDE JTLgnaney can
o GermiiiTIiL 4 FOCLI=Llll.liiie Srourndz clone, Wiis gans
avsrticon onm ToZAlET I L lllie
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There remains however s relizgious group who

regard terminetion oI preszgnsicy ag bveing wmacceptable
in any cirounstance, even if the life of the mo¥her is

seriously threatened. (Joffeost N.s (1975) .

Bs®asn
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INCIDEINCE:

e~ gk vrearsent

It ie impossible %0 comnutc the incidence of
abortion in ihe couniry generally o= the number of
early abortions which are fterminated spontanecusly and
completely sannot be determined. Also, illegal abor-
tion and private work of induced akortion is not
determired, ¥ only means by which an approximate 3

estimate can be made to take t-e ratio of known abore

tions to children born znd was fouad to be s

1., Ratio of abortions o rregnancies is one to six
f.e. l? % .
2. Ratio of abortisa tc children is pne 4o five

leee 20% &

Also it wes found that 70 to 75 % of abortions

( Kerrs ¥,, 1271.)

-

It nas bes: computed tiet 20 % oY all rregnancies

end in abortion, which implles tict +tiire is one abor-

v

tion to every five vieble biriiz, buy it ig probable that

abortion is acre freguent ti-a .ie,
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CLINICAL TYPLDS AND CEASSIFICATION OF ABORTION:

The follow1ng clinical typea of abortion are

regognizeds
I, Spontaneous abortions

l. Threstencd sbortion.

2, Inevitzbtlzs aboriion.

3, Incomplete abortion,

4., Complete aburwion. 7
5. Missed aboritior. % i-cludirn- corneous mole",

6. Septie adoriion:

Any of the above trzee of gbortion which becone
compliented ¥y seosis rltioazh it was found thet

sevtic ghortion Is suziliy criulnal abortion.

7. Habitual ahorition [ 3 sucengsive abortioasl.

best onrnc is the Huwwro Kerp cutiol riczl classification

(1571).
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Aetiologicel classification of aborfions

Spontaneous expulsior - the ovum is nearly always

preceded by its desth in early weeks of pregnancy. For
this reason, the consideraticn of the astiology of eaxrly

abortion practically resolves itself into determining

the cause of the embryo's degth.

In the iate months the fetus is frequently born
alive and other factors zust be iavolved to explain its
expulsion.

’

There are two commen causes of early death of the embryo:

Ae Patholosical cocacitions in tihe aygote itself,

Mig exists in &£ very Lo ¢ ~roportion < abortions
which occcuy io the first o wweels of pregnancy. Many
years ago, Kedbel cnd 211(1971) directed the attention
to this facet, and the cbscrvotions of all investigators
even sinece confirm their Tiidings. Purther, Keller and
Adrion (1971) aznalysed 305 .ooriioas and they found
hydatidifor: degeneration of chorionie villi in 6.8 %,
Herting and Edmonds (1971) an_lyzcd 1027 spontaneous

abortions snd they fouwld o stiuetorsl abnormality in
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