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1. INTRODUCTION

Onion is one of the ancient and important
crops in the Egyptian agriculture. In 1990, the
planted area was 177,254 feddans and yvielded

about 1,081,121 tons.

The government is devoting much effort to
increase productivity for unit area for most of the
field crops grown in Fgypt. Onion producticn has
suffered serious problems that are most due to
excess irrigaticn along with heavy nitrogen
fertilization, besides the infection with white and
neck rgt diseases, On the cther hand, reducticns

s likely due to irnferior

[N

r cnion expocri which

[

53

ulb characteristics and low keeping gquality have

reen ohserved,

I3

In addition, land reclamation of sandy sc:i is a
rational tarcet in order %o rezalize our horizontal
expansion. Using tafla as natural soil conditioner

may enhance or improve the hydrophysical and chemical
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