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Intraod. 1

INTRODUCTION

Diarrheal diseases represent a major cause of morbidity
and mortality among children of developing countries {Feachen

and Kobliasky, 1983).

Developing countries suffer from a syndrome of G.R.M.

G. Stands for gastroenteritis.
R. Stands for respiratory tract infection.
M. Stands for malnetrition,

In these countries childhood mortality due to diarrhea is
more than mortality due to any other disease {HBirschhorn,
1980). Horbidity from diarrheal diseases in developing
countries exceeds greatly that is seen in the developed
countries. The observed difference is due to environmental,
socio-economic and cuoltural differences {Dupton and

Pickering, 1980).

In Egypt gastroenteritis is respongsible for 523 of
fatalities occuring during the first year of life, and 38% of
preschool children deaths {(Kamel, 1983). Dehydration is the.
most important fatal complication of acute diarrhea {Saberi

and Assaee, 1983}).
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Introd, 2

With the intreoduction of oral rehydran solution "O.R,S."
the infant mortality rate came dowan from 100/1000 in 1980 to

50/1Q00 in 1985 (NCDDP, 1985).

Electrolyte disturbance may cause "Brain damage and permanent
post-hyperelectrolytemic Sequelae™. It will be of interest to
study hypernatraemia with the echanges in weather and the ef-

fect of oral rehydration on this electrolyte changes.

ATM OF THE WORK

Is to determine the prevalence of hypernatraemia among
children with pastroenteritis and the effect of environmental
temperature on the prevalence and clinical manifestations of

hypernatraemia.
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