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INTRODUCTION

in Egypt there are two regional types of buffalo, <the

1€avier Jeneri type 1n the Nile Delta, north, and the smaller

and aarker Saidl tvpe Iirn Upper Egyept, south. Apparently., each
type 13 genetically ana physiologica.ly adapted to its local

oprevallling environment.

Vvery recently, thne total buffaio popuiation 1in  the

country 1s estimated to be z.53 millicn heads, a figure
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The puffalo 1s the major source of milk and meat. There

reasons Lo belileve that burfaloces may be replacing cattle
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tne farmer's home, since mechanlzation of agriculture 1s
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g Ifast. Since governmental pulfalo population is
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stimated as % then the bulk 1s at the farmer’'s holaing

M

large farm anrimals, either cattle or

Y]

which averages Z-
Lufifa.o cows or both. Such dispersion of animals renders it

very dirficulr te employ modern husopancryy and production

methods. Some official estimates 1indicate that Yyearly
increase 1n burfaio population 1is 1.7%, In cattle population
15 1.4%, 1in sheep is 3.4%, whils 1rn human the annual increase

iT. population is Z2.4%.

So ortant 1s The ruffalo animal in Egyptian
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agriculture, it has been partially. or probably completely
neglected since its reproductive performance i1s deteriocrating
during the past 30 vears. ks an example, birth weight has

orted as being 38.6 and 28.2 Kg for male and female
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calves., respectively in 1932, {Asker and Ragab), while it
reached 32.0 and 31.5 Kg. 1Ior the respective sexes in 1985,
{Usman) . Various other reports between 1952 and 1983 gave
values ranging from 22.7 kg., {Abdel—-Salam, 1960), to 36.3

Kog. with males belng Z Kg. heavier than females, (Mostageer,

U]

et al., 1681) . Other physiclogical phenomena such as age and
welgnt at pukerty, sSexua. maturity and first calving, service
period, calving interval and number ¢f services per
conception are not idea: since larcge wvalues have Dbeen

recerted by vaY1ous 1nvestigators.

In adiition miik producticon (8 tc 12% fat) 1s not so high

ted from such an animal. Most reports for
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Zgyotian Durralo did not go bevond 1200 Ko. per lactation for
thne mature burfalo cow. Furthermore, lactation periods of
icnger thnan 308 days are not uncommon. The literature clearly
STiowW that the Egyptian Dbuffaio might have superior
reproductive and productive features as compared to Asian,

Furopezrn and Latin American puffaloes.
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The EgypTian bu need special attention, programs
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for improvement of recroduction and milk production
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stiould be performed at the naticnal level.

Thais study aims at the evaluation of reprcductive
efficiency and rroductive capacity ¢f two buffalo herds, one

in the lelta arnd the other 1n Middle Egypt.
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