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INTRODUCTION ARKD AIM OF THE WORK

Mental retardation is a state of arrested cor
incomplete development of mind. About 3 percent of the
propulaticn are mentally handicapped., but the majerity of
these are in the mildly affected or educatioconally

subnormal range (Birth et al., 1970).

Mental retardation is caussd by many factors,
endocrinal, genetical; inborn errors of metabolizm,
chromesomal discorders or excosure of the mother during
pregrancy te irradiaticon, traums, drugg and infections as
toxcplasmosis, cytomegalovirua, ayphilis, herpez, rubella

and other infectionz [TCRSH] {Bell and McQcowmick, 1971).

The newborn infant guffering from intrauterine
infection, may present with hydrocephaly or microcephaly,
jaundice, enlarged liver and szpleen, purpura and anenia
which may &alsc be found in cases cof intrauterine infec-
tions. Congenital rubella syndrome results from trana-
placental transmission of the virus to the foetuz from an
infected mother in early pregnancy (Keeps and Bahlaglia,

1987 .
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Individual risk cof congenital rubella depends upon
the trimester of pregnancy 1in which maternal infection
cceurs (Birth et al.. 1970}).

The severity of damage may vary from mild auditory
digease to multi-aystem or organ affection as affection
of the eye, ‘throat. 1vmph node, lung, and mentality
{Scuth and BSeaver, 1985}. Congenital rubella normally
remain stable but a progressive panecephalitis has been
repcrted as a late manifeatation {¥ocen and Matthew,

1587} .

The aim of this study is tec detect the prevalence
cf anti-rubslla antibodiea, IgM and Igd. in children
suffering from mental retardation and to find the
relation between the level of these immunoglobulins in

blecd and the severity of the disease.
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