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INTRODUCTION

~ve evaluetlion of the splne dermands not only cn
The CapaciTy To Visual.lz=z the —e¥ kony  sTructuarse  of
the wertebrz . column but alsc Tha zpllity to  assess  The

radicnuclide

crhcice. In
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processing, and the growing trend Toward the uss of thess
digital sysTens emphasizes the pporitance of zorxputing in
redical Imaging today [Batss, Do, 1851,

ihe digital data derivea from these crcss sectional

techniguses allcw TCre accurats three dimensional
localizazticn of  the pathologic preocess and mnay provids

additional informaticn to characterize a lesion or forn a

differential diagncsis. Consequently, arpnormaiities can be
detacted Wit a higher degree of sensitivity and
specificizy —har with the mors irdirsct imaging

clinical nisteory and physical sxavination. This  imaging
trend has lkeen stimulated by the rhysiclians dssire to

minimize the need for invasive procedures and potential

iraging studies to these exarminatiors, that yield the
greatest possible sensitivity ard  specificity  for  the
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alternative Iraving nocdalities are declinirg and baconing
more speclisz’lzed, it continues To ke a challenge to

improwe the specificity of The exaninaticrn. This may be
h
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rerfusion

dynamic studies of C.S.FT metion, and rossibly 'R

spactroscopy. Close corre_zTlion botwesn the iraging

findirgs, c_inical prasarntaticn, npathological conditicon
e

anrd tThe resulzTs 0f lorg tern follow up wiil d=2finse the

rale ¢f sach Iimaving Zechinigue In patiert raragement more
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RADIOGRAPHY (PLAIN X RAY)
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Radiography (plain x ray)

Plain radiographs cffer an expensive evaluation of
beny  structures. They are widely available, rapidly

obtained, ard raveal fine bony detail recause ¢f their

=2

izh gpatial resclution. Radiographs represent the initial
screening exarination for the detection of fractures and
bony  malalignment. Zrngular defernmities of the spire  such

as kyphosis and scolicosis nay be assessed readily with
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roer visualizzafion of soft tTissues baozause of the marxedly

=l contrast resclutlon of this techrnigues (Bates, D.

Radiographic anatomy_of adult vertebral column:

Cervical spine:

% rcutine exarination of the cervical spine should
comprise five Trojections; a full latersl, Left and right
chligue <iews, an anterepcsterior projesciion for tha =id
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