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INTRODUCTION

schistosomiasis of the f{emalc genital orpans was first

described in the ninetcenth century; Petridis had reported

in April (1899) two cascs of schistosomal lesions of the

cervix. In the same vear, Madden described 5 casces of schi-

stosomiasis of the vulva, vagina and posterior lip of the

cervix.

In (1925), Gibson published his first obscrvations on

schistosomiasis of the female genital organs and s

'

ince then,

severa eports of the ¢linical and pathelogical features

of femalce genital schistosominzis were recorded
Africs [ Gidbert. (19437 (hovicwoad o1 al,
L- -_—
- . - - - - |
dna Notelvitsz (10627 nd Dorry, !Jbu%}
T - 1
fGelfand, (1947 and Cilvert, 10430, Mowvpt
L - - £
. . . e .
and Shafeck, (196211 and Nigeria Ln1}11ams, -

all these countrics the lesions were predominantlv
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due 1o S,

hacmatobium infection. Schistosomiasis of the lemale ecenital

tract due to 5. mansoni has zlso heen reported

and Brazil by Arean, {1956).
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AIM OF THE WORK

The objective of this work is teo cstimate the preva-
lence rate of schistosomiasis in urbans among women atten-
ding the outpaticnts clinic of Gynaccology Department of
Ain Shams University Hospital, and comparing it with the
prevalence of the diseasc among women of rural areas. Also
evaluation of the intradermal test (T.D.T.} for schistoso-
miasis as a screening test to pick up cases ol possibhle

ectopic genital schistosomiasis.
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SCHISTOSOMIASIS PROBLEM IN THE WORLD

Schistosomiasis is one of the most wide-spread para-
sitic infections of man, and is second only to malaria in
socio-economic and public health importance in tropical
and sub-tropical areas. It is a complex disease transmi-
tted to man by infection with S.haematcbium, S. mansoni and

S. japonicum (Jarotski and Davis, 1987).

In (1965), the W.H.0. Expert Committecon schistosomiasis

cstimeted that 180 - 200 million persons were infected
with schistosomiasis throughout the world. Ir (1972) bhrichi

calculated that approwimately ]

=]

4, 806,000 persons were ipic-
cted in 71 countrics (91, 267600 in Afvica, 2,271,000 in
south-West Asin, 23,224,600 i1 South-Fast Asdn, and oot o
n Americal)  and 522,470,000 were exposed te infcction. lic
estimated that the total annual loss {rom the resultant re-
duced productivity amounted to USE 641,790,130, This sum
did not include the cost of public heaith programmes, medical

care or coempensation for illness.
The 3 main species of schistosomes are prevalent tagether
with their various intermediate snail hosts in about 73 coun-

tries all over the world, (Tarotski and Davis, 14681).

The expansion of irrigation for agricultural schemes,

as well as projects related to the management of water
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resources, play an important role in the spread of schi-
stosomiasis cspecially among rural pepulations in the

region (W.H.O., EM/RC, 1985).

In (1980), approximately 200 million people were
infected with the discasc 211 over the world and 500-600
millions exposed to the threat of infection (Bull, W.H.0.,

1986) .
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THE SCHTSTOSOMIASIS PROBLEM IN THE ARAB COUNTREIS

Schistosomiasis exists in most Arab countriecs, but is
only of significance in Egypt, Sudan, Libya, Traq, Saudi

Arabia, Yemen and Democratic Yemen. Schistosoma mansoni

exists in Egypt, Sudan, Libya, Tunnissia, Algeria, Morocoo,

Yemen and Saudi Arabia. Schistosoma haematobium is pre-

sent in Egypt, Sudan, Palestire, Lebanon, Syria, Jordan,

Iraq, Saudi Arabia and Yemen. {Tarotski and Davis, 1981).

In Yemen, both S. mansoni  and S._bhaematobium are

found at different localities. S.thematobjum with its

intermcdiate snail host is preovalent it Ta'i-: and Haiiah,
while S, mansoni exists in Ibb ané Ta'--. The hivhest rate
of infection occurs in the dge-groups 106-20 vears Ay o,
1972y

In Traq 5. hacmatobium is oniy endemic in ten 1iwas
of Central and Southern raq. Tew scattered foci were
feund in the north. The endemic area extends from south
of Mosul, Erbil and Kirkuk bordering the Tigris River, the
Greater and Lesser zab, the Divala and the arcas irrigated
from them. The diseasc is also endemic in the upper rea-
ches of the Luphorates River and throughout all central
Irag. The disease has not a uniform distribution in the

south of Traqg. The endemicity of urinary schistosomiasis
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in Iraq is promoted by extensive svstems of irrigation.
Bulinus trancatus is the only demonstrated molluscan
Intermediate host in Iraq and it is found in all endenmic
areas. S.mansoni is not present in Irag (Wright, 19073).
The estimated number of population at risk of infection in
Iraq is about 6 million persons out of total population

which #s about 16 miltion, i.c. 37.59 (W.H.0. report,1985).

In Saudi ArabZa, schistosomiasis is characterized bv
its marked focal distribution. Both intestinal and uri-
nary schistosomiasis occur with a patchy distribution. The

intermediate host of S.munsoni, Biomphalaria arabica, was

found in the majority of infectoed arcas (Rivad, Asir and

Taif). While for S.hacmatobium, 3 diffcerent snail no-ts

were found, Bulinus wrichti  in the north cast (Rivad

province), Rujingﬁ trancatus and B baccaris In the west.

The prevalence of svhistosomiasis in {1985) was 149.0 por

100 thousand of population (Annual Health Report, 1985).
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