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It is clearly observed that:

and mothers who are tall and heavy tend to have

big sized infants
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INTROCUTION

The mean birth weight is regarded as one of the
indices of health in a country; under developed
countries, in which malnutrition is common have a
lower mean brith weight than countries with high

nutritional status (Rink,1985).

Low birth weight is an important neonatal health

problem associated with many health hazards. Low

birth weight remains the major determinant of neonatal

mortality (McCormic,1985).

Low birth weight infants are five times more likely
than normal birth weight infants to die in the 1st

year (Rink,1985).

In developing countries, low birth weight accounts

for less than half of post-neonatal deaths.
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Maternal health is a very important facter in

determining the birth weight of the offspring.

Diseases affecting the mother such as toxaemia,
hypertension, anaemia, heart diseases,chest diseases,
hepatic disorders, diabetes mellitus, as well as
deficiency diseases have been shown to influence fetal

growth and participate in delivery of low birth neonates

{Lubchenco,1981).

The aim of the work is to study the relationship
between the maternal factors that might affect weight

at birth and the child's maturity.
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