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INTRODUCTION AND AIM OF THE WORK

Zinc and copper are trace elements involved in cell and
tissue growth. Zinc plays an important rols in D.N.A and
synthesis and is intimately Involved as a cofactor in several
important enzyme systems. Cepper is irvolved in nerve myelinat-
icn , in synthesis cr metabelism of several stercid hormones

ard also is intimately involved as z cofacter in several impor-

tant enzyme systems. ( Williams , et al., 1970 and Rubin et al.,

The effects ¢of pathologic conditions on the levels of
serum zinc and copper have bDeen of interes: to investigators

for 2 number of yvears. [ Sinha and Gabrieli , 1970 ) .

Abncrmal levels of these trace elements have been repor-
ted in many patholegical conditicens ; namely congestive heart
failure , pneuncnia ,Rheumatic heart diseases, bronchitis ,

recurrent infections and ateopic dermatitis . ( David et al

1984 , Goldey et al., 1984).

This study is designed tco determire the concerntraiions
of zinc and copper in serum and hair in Zgyptian children suffi-
aring from bronchial asthma and ztopic eczema, in order to

axpicre and delineate their zlinical sigrnificance.
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