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Introduction and aim of the work

Blood and blood component transfusion carries
the risk of infection. This infection may be

bacterial, viral or by moncocellular organisms.

One of the most important viral infections due

to bloocd transfusiocn or component therapy is cmMv,

particularly, in the immunocaompromised hast.

KWinston ’ 1580, put forward the hypothesics

that latent cCHMY may be present in blood donars
with previcus CHV infection. Once transfused, the
latent virus may be activated to produce active

infection.

The clinical mani festations of CMVY infectiaon
vartes according to the age of the patient.
In the new—born infants cCHMV cCauses fever,
hepatitis, pneumania and may c<cause death (Yeagevr
et al., 158112, Generalised infection with CMVY has
been described in alder children 1in asscciation
with poor general condition due to leukaemia and
malignant tumaurs, CHMV has been shown as a
possible and important cause in hepatosplencmegaly

and cirrhosis of obscure origin.

The aim of this waor k is to study the
prevalence aof CMV infection in patients receiving
blood and/or blood products transfusian in a trial
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to demonstrate the seriousness of +this disease in

Egypt.
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Complications of blood transfusion

In the majority of carefully prepared and
properly supervised transfusions, there are na
untoward effects. Nevertheless, complications occcur
in a small percentage (2 to S%2 of transfusions,
while these complications are often of only minor
severity, they are sametimes serious and
occasicnally cause death.

The caomplications ocf transfusion may be listed as

follows:

1- Febrile reactions,

Z— Allergic reacticons.

33— Circulatory overload.

4— Haemolytisc reactions.

5~ Reactions due to infected blood.

6— Thrombophlebitis and vasoactive substances.
7— Air embaolism.

8- Fulmonary smbolism.

99— Fat embolism.

10— Transfusian haemosiderosis.

1t—- fomplications of massive transfusion.

12— Toxic complicaticons of blood transfusicon.
13— Effect of transfusion on immune function.
14— Transmission of diseases.

(Feningten et al. 1978
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