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prREBFALCE

Kingsley Amis and his son Martin amis have enriched
British literature with their fictional work that has so
fzr won the acclaim of a great number of critics, Since
they belcng to two different generations, their approaches
o human issues are different. However, belng Zfather anc
son, they share an interest in morals. The present research
Geals with four novels, whers the Amises write about human
deatn from various verspectives. The moral trend is

obviously noticed within these Zour works of arc.

The introductory chapter tries t¢ shed light on some
contemporary views about death. It gives a brief idea abaut
death in the main religious beliefs in England, nameiy,
Buddéhism, Sikhism, Einduism, Judaism, Christianity anc

Islam. + includes alsc a review of the study which FroIessor

Moodw entitled Life After Life. This study 1s an investiga-

tion about the phenomenon of the survival of bodilv deatn.

professor Moody calls this a "death experience.”

Sometimes the brain of a man dies but ais body does
~ot. This is called brain-death. Brain death has been the
criterion ¢f many discussiQns anc arguments, ameng wnicn
the writer oF the thesis has selected the arguments of two

eminent moralists and two ontclogists.

Human death embraces both suicide and murder. This
chapter analyses the reasons why people kill themselves. Most
of these reasans are different forms of love hunger. The
latest studies have proved that love can prevent suicidal
people from killing themselves. Suicide is one of the twoe

forms of premature death, the seconé is murder. Since 1t 1is
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more Twentieth Century to deal with megadeith insgead of
individual murders, tie writsr aof the ehegis has tried to
give a brief idea about the death of millions oI peovple

caused by atomic bombs and other things.

mhe research is divided into two main parts : the first
part concerns ltselrX with Kingslevy Amis's two novels : The

Green Man ané Ending Up. In The Green Man, Amis writes about death

as something hateful, because it is the beginning oI an
2fterlife which inevitably includes the company of od.
amis includes the ghost element in this novel to hinz thaz
survival a“ter death is a fact. The <irst chapter 1s an
attempt to present Amis's opinion concerning death, God and
aZterlife.

Ending Uz is a great novel where Amis the artist draws
= moving picture of old age. As old acge 1s oftern the painful,
rasteless, pre-death stage, the oldsters in Amis's tiece
are portraved as obsessed with unwelcome death. Amis studies
the variocus horrors oI old age closelv and accuratelvy,
irn a way that arouses pity and concern far every sixty cr
seventy- Dlus person in +ne world. The chapter <ries to studv
this very small society oZ five oldsters, in the light of

Amis's treatment of obsession with death in old age.

The second part of this research includes two chapters

about Martin Amis. Bhe writer fmy chosen Dead Babies and

Sther Pecple among ¥Mar-in Amis's novels because there is a

delicate affinity to his father's novels. _Dead Bakbies is a

strong appezl to the vouth of contemporary society to reject
+their ways of thought and wehaviour, which they think is

Tife, but Amis thidks i is death-in-life. Martin Amis
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attacks every bad contemporary thing that people think ordinary
because it is in fact fatal. The chapter tries to illustrate
Amis's vision of contemporary 1ife as disguised death,

and his exasperation with peovle ' ¢ ipndifference to such

a state.

Other People puts death in another perspective. Martin

amis calls it A Mystery Story and makes it as mysterious

as he can. This plece of art relates the second 1ife oY

the life-in-cdeath of a vound beautiful girl. This life-
ipn-death is as real as the firgt, but the girl who used to

be an evil girl in her life is very innocent in her death.
FTinally, she comes back to a& third life where her persocnality
ig more balanced and wiser ~han the two trevious COnes. The
chapter is an attempt to orovide interpretations c* the

xvstery of this novel.

TR “TTrer of the thesis has interpreted her amnesia
as a “ugue which stands, according o osychology, &s 4
syubstitute for suicide. As Zor her relation with the hero,
she -s=iter has interpreted it In terms o< the devil's
persuasion oI £he human soul. However, &ie thinks that
other people can find other interpretatiohs for mysterious
Other Pecple.
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INTRODUCTION

DEATE : CONTEMPORARY VIEWS

By death we think characteristically c¢® the
disappearance of individuals; it does not
console us to know that matter is not disap-
pearing, but is simply being metamorohosed. . .
But everything we see is a metaphor of death.
Even seeing is a death, Znyr there is & point
beyond which we cannot see, and our seeing
dies, wherever our cacacitv ends, we die.”

We usually appreach death as an event which always
occurs to "other™ not to sels; even 1% we say that we will
iie someday, vet 1n our hear- of hearts we 4o no:- accert,
helieve or imagine thatthe nen will belong tc the zealm
of the deadl Even +he few cases in which a human being
believes the idea fullv, selfishness ipntervenes verv often
to make him wish that wis death comes before that c< the
other, who constitues a vital company without which 1ife is
unbearable. This is because ngelf" is tricr tc "other”,
so it prefers to let this other survive 1ts death, Zfor
(?eath survival 1s usually more painful than death itself.)
2All this may operate on the unconscious level and in some
cases on the consclous one. love is the healer of such a
suffering, for 1f love reaches such a highly desirable
degree, it will naturally prefer to survive the death of

the beloved and endure pain rather than be pain—causing.
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mhis is perhaps the case in which death is dealt
with as an event, not as a DIOCESS (which is nearer to
the truth). If 2 part cof you has died since vou began
~o read this sentence,2 then death is a life-long operating
zorce rather than 2 moment-long tragedv. From such &z
verspective, death may be reconciled with gquite easilv ané
be fairly labelled oxvymoronic. peasants are very familiar
with nature's cycles of 1life and death, sc thev are Tore OT
less untroubled by human death and more patient towards it
han brilliant intellectuals I9r instance. People say thls
is because of their stupidity, however, Montaigne savs,

wrs this is because of stupidity, let us learn from stupidity."3

Though we always Genv it, death is at work continually
v our mental functioning: the cOntemporary mania about
hezlth preservation — which is accented as the natural
Arive behind eating, sexual intercourse and avoldinc & car
in the street — implies tha+ we live to make efforts not
-0 die or not to submit to the force of disintegration,
~he presenceof which we deny but “ight. Such I ~ne complexity
~f human beings that almost any attemot to draw =z line
netween 1ife and death is doomed to “zilure for, as Avery Weisma

puts 1t, every idea about death is a version of 1ife.

Tverv living being dies, the brutes and the humans ,vet
K@ur vnowledge that we have to die makes us human:) This
knowledge, whether we aémis its influence or not, hzs been
one of the causes of Worrvy
_ Life is too short =0 wWorry about.

- VYes, that's what worries me.
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and the spur pricking men to seek a reconciliation with
Seath. Various are +he ways in which man has attempted to
reconcile himself <O Jeath. Hedonism, ZoT instance, 1s one
o0f these ways, =0Y & hedonistic makes sure of enjoving life
be“ore death snatches it from him, when he has nc:= vet had
hig full of its pleasures. on the other hand, pessimism
offers the conclusion that 1= 1i€e is so wretched, then
death is the lesser evil. 1In a society which accepts such
an ideoclogy, suicide may be considered one of the human
rights, this was +he case in Ancient Greece. Tn 2ncient
Egypt, things were different, for the Ancient Egyptians were
dead sure that & dead person's life could be proleonged
zfter death by providing the corpse with dailv necessaries
ervices, which were once at the person's disposal
during his Zormal life. This was carried %0 &Xtremes
with Sharaoh Xingssin the Zorm of luxurious gold tools anc

gigantic pyramids, not to mention mummificatlon.

These Egyptian countermeasures were mainly phaysical,
but commemoration through engraved OF written opoetry aimed
=t winning Zame Zor generations after one's death. It is
: yonical that the fame of the recorder — whether a poet or
otherwise —— Wwas greater than that of the men of action
whoge fame was recorded by his pen. Homer, for instance.,
recalls to almost everypbody's mind the idea of great epic
DoetLYv, and hig name is connected with the Tiiiadé and the
odyssev, but only specialists know about the contents ct
cach. The ¢reater irony is that there 1s a possibility

that, in the Thirtieth Century., not a word oI what We
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write to immortalize ourselves will be intelligible,hence
this attemct to circumvent ceatl has not been varv

successiul.

One likes Marina Tsvetaveva's WOrcs which seem o bhe
zddressing every perscn that is on nls way o dc some s0rT

- [

of mischie® to a Zellow human :

Aing soon all of us will sleep under The earth, we
who never let each other sleep above it

-
o

Elaine Feinstein

th tr.

Livingstone) =

Though opresently the Western World is said tc nave put
raligicn aside, in order to give prominence to more oressing
~eeds and issues, such as collecting monev, owning cars
enjoving sex, challenging nztural zhanomena and elaborazin
~he genius cf man, the Iact ig that relicion cccupiss 1ts
due vlace in the 1lZe oI the Western Decble who haves not vet
disvensed with it. They conceive of death agcoriine o their
raspective beliefs and this concept is verv ofiern the

Sesigner oI their behaviour patterns.

In contempcorary Britain, there are six historically lon,
standing religions, namelv,Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism,
Judaism, Christianity and Islam. As Zar as death is concerned,
~he <irst three have common Zactors and the last ones share
some beliefs.

The Hindus Zispose of the dead boadv through cremation
and throw the ashes in the River Gandes. 1< ~hev cannot afford
*¢, in any river, for finally the water will be mingied with
+hat of -he Ganges. They helieve that +he soul or "atman”

goes on & long Iourney, SO they zrovide it with monev , Zood
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ané evervthing i1t may need cremated with the bodv. What
happens in death is that "atman” changes the body, 1T goes
Ffrom one person Lo another and sometimes to the bodv ¢ an
animal. What 1s mmortal (in human peincs and other living
Zprms} is "grazhman" ithe Absolu:eall—pervadinq power which many
Hindus call God. mhe "atman" ctrojects i+tself into time as
niiya" andé IS reborn many Times, smeil iz realizes 1ts idendty

with Brahnan.

The 1mportances gf =ne lzst ideas ocf ti
i that they guide the acul ‘nto a bodv where those Zesires;
+hat have not been syl<cilled, can bpe fulfilled fa
onlv way to stop being born and born again is tc be selfless:
+o have no desiress evel fpr =he least TOY ONES 1£. Thus rebirth

e

depencs On Gesire, and the Iorm It taxes is determined bv
"earma, i.e.the st=ict account cf ool anc avil deecs OT
~he systen of rewarsd and punishment. ~he traditional number oz
rebirths 15 g4 ,000,C00. The sTate of "moksha", whicnh is that
of being one with cod, is the Tointer celling

1
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~nat he has vsached nis hirth number £3,999,9
"moksha'" 1S beconing free Irch “ne cgvcie of miven and deazh-.
—hough some Hindus see that the attainment oI "mokshza' needs
nillions of lives, +heir common nightmare ig rebirth:thev

do no- W&nt to e born again. TO them, rebirth is a greater
evil than death. windus do not call rheir beliel & religion
wut a wav o2 1ife or a practical chilosozhy leading to union

with God-

nuddhists believe ~hat there is & continuous TTOCess oo
sequence of change, but no seif or soul +ravelling +nrough
the process. puman beings ars & flowing together o< Aifferent
enercies and materizals, and 1i%e is nothing but the accumula-

~ion of the five "rnandas" or the zive constituents of human
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']

v perception, sensation, mental formations

appearance, name
sciousness a2nd incor rooration of matter.These asgr azates
zre +he things that go Irom 1ifa =o life andé the Tlame o
1ife goes Qn just lixe =he flame of a cancl e which c¢an light
snotnher candle. Throucgh death, the holding togethe~r ct
these aggregates DaSSES of< ani coes to attach to anv material
Zorm, such as inthe womp of ancther woman and 2 Tan is born
again. "Dukka' or +he state of transience Is brouch< to an

end through ZInlightenment OF Nirwvana.

The =erm Budcha means tie Enlightenec on2and his ~eachin
ig pased on suffering : to he born is to suifer, o be sicx 1s
-0 suffer, to grow old 1s to s:Sfer and to die is to suifer.
31ddha saidé That he came =0 teach ther how to stor sufferind.
e showed therm the "mharma” or She way ¢ Nirvana. 2 —old
rnem that Nirvana was & state o be experiencesd, 1ot taugnt

ov described. The only descripsion of Nirwvans ig the ceasing

of suffering and SOrrowW, Der- “ecot happiness and per” “actT XKNOowW-
ladge.Nirvanz 1s ine sltimate goal of everv Buddhist. The
way leading o Nirvana 1s the "Zigh=<old Path” : zight

nderstanding, right thought, right speech, righ:t action, righ~

Tivelinood, right effort, right mind<ulness and right
concentration.

Sikhs share the belief o rebirth (or reappearance
sccoréing to Buddha) with Hindus and 3uddhists. What hacpens
=Fter death depends upcn the Sikh's "karma", so 1 he has
heen a good person, he is supposed to go to heaven, other=-

wise he is reincarnated back to carth or sent o Hell

Before a 8ikh becomes & man again, he has about 225,000 lives.
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According teo Sikhism,"karma" explains the inegualities of

this life, so there is alwavs a connection from cne's vrevious
life. That is whv at the same moment a chilé is born in a
familvy with no bread at all and ancther is born in & rich
family. Nevertheless, the Sikhs believe in God's crace which
intervenes in the rules of "karma". Prayver establishes a
relation between man and God, His book 1s called CGuru Granth
Sahib (Guru means the teacher, and o Sikhs, the teacher

is the mersen who brings veonle from darkness to light).
"Moksha"will be available to a Sikh i Cod is cracicus to him,

1f not the whole thing devends upeon His will.

Whereas Buddhism, Sikhism and Hinduism beliewve in 1ife-
after-Zeath in terms oI reincarnaticn, rebirth cr reaocoearance,
Islan, Judaism ani Christianitv shars the belisf Za a‘terlife in
a spiritual ZfZorm. Death in both Isliam and Judaism mostly
means the tangible separation of spirit from the human bodv

vet in Christianity, 1t has other different meanings.

Muslims believe that =zt death the angels of ceath come
eand take the svirit,which will be restored to *+he body on the
Day of Judcment. Thev ask the dead person about his CGod and
his prophet. When he answers correctlv that he believes in
A1lah and his prophet is Mchammad, then he will be required
to wait till Yaum ELl Din or the Day of Judgment. The long
veriod between the dav 0f his death and the Dav of Judgment mayv
be one of vunishment or reward, for the dead Muslim is told
whether he will <o tc Heaven or Hell. His knowledge of this is
the indirec* beginning of his would-be state. In Islam,there

is no gquestion about the literal truth of the pictures of
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Heaven as a beautiful garden and of Hell as a place of Iire
and “orment, because this is how they are cdescribed in the
Xoran,which is the absclute wora of God. The Day of Juigment
is nothing but a trial to show to each person (body and soul)
why he i1s being sent to Hell or Heaven. God will Judge nim

bv an exact balance accordincg to his good and evil deeds :

1f the evil deeds outweich the good ones, then he will

definitelv be punished.

~he Jewish Scriptures say very little about l1ife alter
Seath, there are only about two clear-cut Passaces about
resurrection :
"vour deadé shall live, their bodies shall rise

0 dwellers irn the dust, awake and sing Zcr “ov!
Tor vour dew is a dew cI licht,
And on <he _and ¢ the shades,vou will lex it Zall.”

11
(Isaiah 26:19)

fu
o]
ol

"Ané manv of those who sleep in the dust oI the
ear-h shall awake, some tc everlasting life and
some ta shame and everlasting contemept. Anc those
whe are wise, shall rise iike the brightness
o the firmament:; anc those who turn manv to
righteousness like the stars for ever and ever.'

(Daniel 12:2)

Owing £o the rarity of statement about 1life alfter death,
the Jews do not know definitely what will happen to them after-
wards. The only continuitv bevond death tha they are sure of
is the continuity in their children and in their remembering
of them. They are doubtful about everlasting life, but the

axis rouné which revolve all their hopes, pravers, talks
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