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Iniroduction and aim of the work

INTRODUCTION

Cryoglobulins are proteins that precipitate when
cooled and dissolve when heated. Cryoglobulins may be
classified as follows: Type I (monoclonal-lgG, IgM,
IgA). Type I (mixed- two or more immunoglobulins)
and type 11 {polyclonal) (Tissot et al, 1994). All types
may be responsible for specific symptoms that occur as
a result of changes in the cryoglobulin induced by
exposure to cold. The symptoms include Raynaud’s
phenomenon, bleeding tendencies and cold induced
urticaria. Autoimmune and infectious discases are
usually associated with mixed cryoglobulinerma (type
11, [II) (Bekavac et alL, 1994).

Myxoedema is accumulation of mucopoly-
saccharide substances in subcutaneous tissues. It 1s
more common in females, the most common causes of
myxoedema are atrophic autoimmune and Hashimoto's
thyroiditis. Milder symptoms are more cominon as dry
thick skin, deep voice, weight gain, cold intolerance and
constipation (Wartofsky and Ingbar, 1991).

There were no previous studies for the relation
between cryoglobulins and myxoedetna.

Aim of the work:

To assess the occurrence of cryoglobulinemia
with myxoedema and its diagnostic role.
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