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ADCC : Antibody dependent Cell Mediated
Cytotoxicity
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- PBMN . Peripheral Blood Mononuclear Cells
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SRP
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TNV -«

: Schistosoma Released Product

. Soluble Fgg Antigen

- Soluble tmmune Response Suppressor
- Soluble Wormy Antigen Preparation

: T- helper

: Tumour Necrosis Factor- alpha
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Introduction

Schistosomiasis is a disease of major pubtic health

importance affecting millions of people in tropical and
subtropical areas (Chandiwana et al., 1987).
In Egypt, Schistosomiasis continues as a leading healih
problem due to wide spread prevalence, serious
morbidity and a significant implication of the national
economy (Nassif, 1987).

Recently, the blood platelets, whose normai
function is to promote clotting and tissue health at the -
site of a wound, have been demonstrated to play a role in
combating parasitic worms such as Schistosoma
mansoni. Platelets taken from Schistosoma mansoni

infected patient showed highly cytotoxic properties in
vitro against Schistosoma mansoni larvae {Pancre et ai.,
1989}, This protective mechanism required the presence

of specific IgE antibodies that nteracted with a low
affinity receptor, for IgE, present on the blood platelets
membrane (Joseph et al., 1986).

So, demonstration of the immunologicat
polentialities for platelets in schistosomiasis rais;fd the
question of possible regulation through T-cell products
{Pancre et al., 1988).
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