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Introduction 

Upper extremity venous thrombosis is becoming more common because of 

the ji-eque/1/ use o( indwelling catheters. When the catheters are excluded 

malignancy is the commonest pred:sposmgfactor. 

7/JC administratiOn o(intravenous solution and dialysis operations in 

renal failure played a great role in mcreasing the incidence o(the upper 

limb phlebitis. As 111 the leg, the thrombosed veins o(the upper limb may 

give ojjjmlmonary emboli. 

1l1is study .fiJcuses !tght on the principle application of the duplex 

ultrasound in detect io11 of deep venous I h rom bosis of the upper I im b. 

The value o( duplex examilwlton is discussed and a comparison 

with other modalities o(examination as venography is also focused upon 

to highlight the benefits ofduplex 111 that subject. 
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d.-:~·~P. but these are widely interconnected . 

superficial veins are sub.:lJtaneolJS in ~he . :;up·:::r f i<::: i.-~ 1 

f~sci3; deep veins accompany arteries ~m-~~g th~ muscles 

.-:_,f the limb. Both groups have valves. which are mere 

numerous in the deep veinE <Williams et al. 

Superficial Veins of the Upper Limb 

Superficial veins include the cephalic. 

cubital, ant~bra-:hi-:::t1 vc:i. n~- and their 

tribut.aries. 

digital 
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.:.f minimuE 
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both th~~nar and r·•.:::·.;ic.ns l'.Fi:~.-

ll(Williams et al .. 1989). 

The Cephalic Vein 
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to thE elbow. It may spring frc.m the cephalic proxima] 

to the carpus and rejoins it. later. 

v·=:in c.ften connects the b32ili~ vein dorsallv 

forearm (Fig. 2)(Williams et al., 1')89) 

The Basilic Vein 

Tl12 basilic v·~in c·~:::<:;J.n2- m;::;.j i :ill·; 

networ~. ascending 

forearm and incli11ing forwards 

EUl"face distal to the E:l t·C•V.J. Jc .. in,;_:;.j t·.·,_c t.h~ median 

'>5ubi tal it aEcends supsrficial to and 

pronator 

~utaneous nerve of 

Th•2 basilic vein ascends medial 3nd pe1·f0rates 

the ~e~p fascia about mi..Jt.ia.v in t h-::: 3 r ttl. ·..:C•nt"_ i nut r1r; 

m ·--::~ .j _i .3 J. 

th·= rna _j c::· r . -: i..ll3r·-_; 


