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«J/ntroduction

Candida albicans, a dimorphic fungus and a member of human
endogenous flora, continues to gain importance as a Serous
pathogen in immunosuppressed patients, notably those waith
diseases such as hematologic malignancies, acquired
immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)and diabetes mellitus. In the
immunocompromised host, most Candida albicans infection is
thought to be of endogenous ongin (Brawner, 1991).

The frequent occurrence of Candida infection in patients with
diabetes mellitus has been recognized for many years. The
predisposing effect of diabetes has been confirmed by amimal
experiments in which an induced diabetes state was associated with
increased susceptibility to infection by pathogenic Candida species
(Odds et al., 1978).

The incidence of oral carmage of candidal species in the mouths
of diabetic patients compared with non-diabetic controls is not
clearly defined. Some studies have reported increased rates, while
others have found no significant difference. The wearing of
dentures and glycaemic control are considered to be important
factors which affect the rate of candidal carriage in diabetic
patients, but the types of therapy to treat diabetes are not thought to
have a significant role (Fisher ef al, 1987).
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